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Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

The little Owls are not so little but adorable! Nice to see all three of them on top the box 

  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

They are a nice little "family" aren't they?  

 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Let's begin! 

 

Comment From caitlynn wildlifeclub  

how many bears does the Wildlife Center save a year 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

This past year we had 17 Black Bear cubs that then grew up to yearlings. We also had an adult 

female. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

It depends on the year 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

How much does Ruby eat in a week? We have Red tailed Hawks living near our campus and we 

see them with squirrels and other small animals and are trying to determine how much they 

might eat in a week. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Ruby gets 65 grams a day, 6 days a week. She gets fasted [doesn’t get fed] on Sunday. In the 

wild, she wouldn’t be eating every day, so we match that here at the Center by not feeding her 

one day a week. Every day except Wednesday, Ruby gets mice. On Wednesday she gets chicks, 

which are her favorite. 

 

Comment From dylan bissey wildlifeclub  

do you breed most animals you have 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

We don't really do any breeding. Sometimes we get in pregnant mice but we don't actively breed 

anything here 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

To clarify, those mice are feeder mice not patients. 

 

Comment From josue wildlife club  

sorry I did not do my name right and I forgot to put wild life club so let me do this again. why do 

bears hibernate when they have fur 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Black Bears don't actually hibernate in Virginia. They go dormant for a few weeks and then 

wake up and forage. Then they will go back to sleep for a little while again. It’s tough during the 

winter so bears go dormant to save energy. They don't expend as much energy when they are 

dormant. 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

How much does Ruby weigh? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

As of April 28, Ruby weighs 1.2 kg or 2.64 lbs 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

So could we guess she is an average female and a male would be a little bit smaller so she gets 

about 1/10 of her bodyweight in food 6 days a week. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

On average Red-tailed Hawks will consume around 10-17% of their body weight depending on 

the season according to Craighead and Craighead 1956 

 

Comment From -KJ  

Is that average for a red tail? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Ruby is average for a Red-tailed Hawk 

 

Comment From dylan bissey wildlifeclub  

what do you do if a animal goes mad!!!! you shoot a tranquilizer dart at it or leave it 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

When an animal is upset, we back off and give it space. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

They are most likely acting out of fear or stress and we don't want to cause any extra stress on 

our patients or ambassadors. 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

So we can now figure out what our pair would approximately require not including feeding their 

nestlings. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

It's a bit tricky. I had Kelli Knight one of our wildlife rehabilitators look into it and she didn't 

find much information. Here at the Center we look at weight, age, and other factors to determine 

how much to feed them here. 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

About how tall is Buddy? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

I don't have an exact height on Buddy but male Bald Eagles are smaller than females and are 

typically around 30-34 inches in length, which is about 2.5 to 3 feet. 
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Comment From caitlynn wildlifeclub  

How many animals do you get in the Center in a year? 

  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

We get on average 2,500-3,000 patients each year 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

So if we take into account weight and age based on what we can find about norms we can guess 

at those needs too 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Sounds like a plan to me! 

 

Comment From dylan bissey wildlifeclub  

how much food do you have to get each week 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

I don't know exactly, but it's a lot. We have HUGE bins of dog food, fish, vegetables, fruit, bird 

seed, and more for the bears. And then there are the mice, rats, and chicks that we use too! 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

WE have watched several Bald Eagle nests, we noticed they eat mostly fish. What do you feed 

Buddy? Is it similar to what he might eat in the wild? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Buddy gets a variety of food items. Some days he gets a rat, other days he might have mice or 

fish. In the wild they eat a variety of things ranging from birds, reptiles, mammals, fish, and 

carrion. 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

If his diet there isn't what he would normally eat, how do you make sure he gets the nutrients he 

needs. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

To make sure he gets all the nutrients he needs, we have special supplements we can sprinkle on 

his food. 
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Comment From josue wildlife club  

How old is Buttercup? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Buttercup hatched in 2004 so he is 10 years old! 

 

Comment From caitlynn wildlifeclub  

how high do eagles make their nest from the ground 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

The average Bald Eagle nest is about 40-50 feet up 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

WE see on Severus' biography that Hawks eat them, we have black snakes in our community, 

how would a hawk not be killed by a snake before the snake was killed by the hawk? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Hawks are larger than Eastern Ratsnakes and they have their sharp talons and beaks to quickly 

kill their prey. They also swoop down to grab their prey, which has an element of surprise. But 

sometimes it doesn’t always work out. Here’s a great example of a Gopher snake teaching a 

juvenile Red-tailed Hawk that it’s tougher than it looks! http://www.nhm.org/nature/blog/hawk-

attacks-snake-and-epically-fails 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

Do your education animals ever eat things you didn't feed them? For example, you feed mice but 

you find a part of a squirrel in Ruby's cage? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Yes! Sometimes we have animals that get into enclosures and often they are eaten. We've had a 

number of songbirds fly into enclosures and not make it out. Ruby caught a sparrow once a about 

a year ago. 

 

Comment From dylan bissey wildlifeclub  

how old is your oldest animal 

  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Our oldest education ambassador we know of is Jaz, our American Crow she's 22 years old! 

http://www.nhm.org/nature/blog/hawk-attacks-snake-and-epically-fails
http://www.nhm.org/nature/blog/hawk-attacks-snake-and-epically-fails
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Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

How long had it been since Buttercup had been trained to stand on a hand when you started his 

training again. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Buttercup hatched in 2004 and became a Wildlife Center display education animal in September 

2011. In February 2014, Raina began working with Buttercup to re-train him as a traveling 

education animal. At his previous home at Maymont in Richmond, Virginia, Buttercup was 

glove-trained as a young bird. When he came to us, however, he hadn’t been training for a while. 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

What is a crop? We see these big bulges on the eaglets in the nests, but what is it really? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Basically the crop is a pouch-like projection that stores food and allows the bird to digest its food 

more slowly. I like to think about it as kinda like a lunchbox. Birds will often quickly eat their 

food and store it in the crop. Then when they are not worried about having their meal stolen or 

being eaten by predators, they push it down their esophagus into their stomach for digestion. 

 

 
 Bird Digestive System http://azmnh.org/pdf/PSITeacherPacket.pdf 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

Has having cameras in nests helped scientists better understand the animals they watch or are 

they just for fun and public education? 

 

 

 

 

http://azmnh.org/pdf/PSITeacherPacket.pdf
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Cameras have definitely helped scientist better understand the animals they watch. Animals often 

behave very differently when they are being watched. They may show signs of nervousness, 

aggression, or may be shy. By using a camera, it’s not as invasive and the animal is not inhibited 

and can behave naturally. 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

We put gel clings on the windows in our courtyards to help keep birds from running into them 

but we had a female cardinal remove all the ones off the bottom of the glass in Mrs. Hill's room. 

What might be the reason she did this? She didn't eat them, just pulled them off. She did spend a 

LOT of time flying up and down those windows for several weeks this spring. Why would she 

do that (fly up and down the window in the first place)? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Cardinals are very territorial during the spring and summer against any intruders in their 

territory. Cardinals will spend hours fighting off intruders. My guess is that she saw the gel 

clings as other birds in her territory and thought they were intruders as well as possible 

competitors for nest sites. 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

We have to go! Thank you for all your help and support this year! We will be ending our club in 

two weeks with an outside session checking on bird nests and the saplings we planted two years 

ago. We will be back in the fall! Thank you everyone following along for learning with us! It has 

been a fun year! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Thank you so much! It has been wonderful having Cam in the Classroom with you! 

 

Comment From dylan bissey wildlifeclub  

bye thank you 

 

Comment From caitlynn wildlifeclub  

bye thank you for the conversation 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

I lost an entire first period to watching her remove the decorations from my window and had 23 

kids crowded behind my desk sitting and watching her! It was fun 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

They are feisty little birds! 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

I didn't teach a thing but a tiny bird sure did! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Nature can be a great teacher :) 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Hope you all have a wonderful summer and have fun checking out nests and your saplings! 

 

Comment From Sweetpea  

Thank You Mrs. Hill and class for your questions. Excellent! 

 

Comment From Texas Gal  

Have a great summer Mrs. Hill and kids! 

 

Comment From Cathy in Poquoson  

Thank you, class! Good questions and observations! 

 

Comment From Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club  

Thank you again and thank you all for learning with us this year! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  

Bye bye y'all! 

 


