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Cam in the Classroom: 
 King William County Parks and Recreation 

                        Summer Sneakers  
 
 

Tuesday, August 5, 2014 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hello -- and welcome! Thank so much for joining us online -- it’s always great to have new students join us! I 
hope you guys are having fun summer program – it sounds like a fun week if you are learning about animals! 
 
Comment From Guest   
Hello we are here and ready to start! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great! Welcome to the Critter Cam and moderated discussion! 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Feel free to ask questions whenever you are ready! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
So our first question: do you help cure wolves? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We actually don't have wolves here in Virginia -- so we don't see them at the Wildlife Center! We treat all 
kinds of native wildlife though - so the next closest animal that we do treat would probably be coyotes! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

 
  
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
What happened to him? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This was a young coyote that was admitted two years ago -- it was young and healthy! Just orphaned. 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
said "awwww" when you sent that picture 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He's a cute one! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
So he came here two years ago, do you know how old he is now? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He was a pup then -- so would be two years old now. He was released back to the wild though, so we haven't 
seen him since 2012! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Do you know what happened to the coyote's parents? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think this coyote was just found by himself -- sometimes we don't get a lot of history with some of the 
patients we get at the Wildlife Center. It can be very challenging sometimes, since they can't tell us what is 
going on -- and unlike your dog and cat, wild animals also don't have owners to help give us information. So, 
sometimes we have a lot of work to do to figure out what is wrong with an animal! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
What type of coyote was he? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just "coyote"! Sometimes there are different names associated with animals (like Eastern Box Turtles or 
Northern Cardinals), but in Virginia, we just have plain old "coyote"! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
And new question: how do pesticides and other chemicals get into the animals' bloodstream? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a great question! and I just want to tell everyone else watching that the class watched this video this 
week: http://wildlifecenter.org/a... -- so they are getting some great questions from that! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Most of the time, the pesticides are eaten by the animals. So, if you’re a turtle, and you eat vegetables or 
fruits with pesticides on them, you can get sick that way.  
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Or, alternatively, if you eat an insect that has been poisoned, you can get sick. 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Same thing with the larger predators too – if a mouse is poisoned, and it is found by a hawk or an owl – then 
the hawk or owl can get sick. Sometimes that saying “you are what you eat!” really can be true! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Next question: do you all have foxes there? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do! Right now, we have five Red Foxes. In Virginia, we have both Red Foxes and Gray Foxes. We treat 
both kinds here at the Wildlife Center, but it seems like we usually see more reds than grays. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Most of the time, when we admit foxes, we see ... 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Babies! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This year, for the very first time, we had two Gray Foxes on our Critter Cams! It was pretty cool to watch 
them. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

 
  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

 
  
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
How many animals do you have there now? And what kinds? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now, we have 134 patients (animals that we hope to release again into the wild when they are ready) 
and we also have 25 non-releasable animals that stay here and help us teach other people about wildlife. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I’ll show you some photos of some current patients: 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

 
  
What am I? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
Sleeping Bald Eagle 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Those are just a few of the many patients we have. Opossums, Eastern Cottontails, Eastern Box Turtles, 
Barred Owls, White-tailed Deer fawns, and Bald Eagles! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Thank you for showing us the pictures and thank you for telling us about them! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No problem! And you guys can see some Screech-Owl patients on Cam 2 ... and see two of our awesome non-
releasable education birds on cams 1 (Buttercup the Black Vulture) and cam 3 (Buddy the Bald Eagle). 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Some more questions on the way... 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Ok, next question: do you ever help cure turkeys? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do! We see Wild Turkeys in here from time to time. The youngest turkeys we've ever seen: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
These turkeys came in as eggs several year ago -- something happened to their mother. We were able to 
hatch them, which is definitely something we don't see every day! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We've also treated adult turkeys. One turkey came in earlier this year because he swallowed a lead bullet -- 
and got very, very sick. Lead can cause wildlife to get very sick. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We also admitted this turkey: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She looks a little different than other turkeys! This is what's known as a "smoke phase" turkey. A different 
color phase! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Thank you for showing all the turkeys! Ok, new question: do you have snakes? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't have any snakes as patients right now, although we do get those in sometimes. But, we have our 
three very special education snakes: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
Albus the Eastern Ratsnake 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's Severus, the Eastern Ratsnake. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
Malcolm the cornsnake 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
These three snakes travel with us on programs, and help us teach people around the state! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Cool! Oh, a question about the deer: what was the orange tag for? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That is an identification tag -- we usually have about 20-30 fawns every year, and we put them together into 
two big groups. The tags just help us keep track of who is who! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Ok thanks. Do you have any lizards, and how do they poop? haha... 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't have any lizards right now, but yes, they do poop ... the same way as any other animal! :) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Although our rehab staff probably much prefer cleaning up lizard poop as opposed to bear poop. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Here is a photo of one lizard we have treated in the past -- see if you know what species it is! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Does it have 2 heads? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, but it kind of looks like that! In this photo, his head is pointed up -- and he is missing his tail! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This species will actually grow back its tail ... 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Any ideas? 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Blue tail lizard or salamander? 
 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Or a gecko? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope ... it's tricky, but this is a skink! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I believe this is a broad-headed skink. You can see some better photos of this species 
here:http://www.virginiaherpetol... 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Woah thanks for the pictures. 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Our last question is: do you have amphibians? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't have any amphibian patients right now, but we do see toads and frogs sometimes as patients! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
American Toad 
 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

  
Cute Gray Treefrog, getting x-rays! 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks so much for all of your questions this afternoon! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Everyone here says THANK YOU!!! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You guys had 185 people online with you, reading your great questions! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hope you all have a great week, and a great rest of the summer! Stop back by and say hi if you are every 
watching Critter Cam! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Thanks for joining us today Class. Hope you enjoyed it as much as we did. Hope you can come back soon. 
 
Comment From katiesmom   
Bye kids! 
 
Comment From janeinstpete   
Very good questions class. Enjoyed them and you too! 
 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY   
Thank you kids for all the great questions. 
 
Comment From BarbG   
thanks for all the great questions we always learn too 
 
Comment From Sweetpea   
Thank you class for the great questions. Amanda as always thank you for the fantastic session. 
 
                     ๏  ๏)   

GREAT session with "The Sneakers"! Our kids had so much fun, and loved the photos and information as well! 
We think Severus ROCKS! Hugs to all at WCV and in CN/EN/BN! We can not WAIT until tomorrow's events! 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
From Hannibal,MO: Excellent questions King William Summer Sneakers! 
 
Comment From Doris   
Great questions class, hi from Va Beach! 
 
Comment From APK in FL   
Great Q&A session! Thank you Sneakers and Amanda. 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Awesome questions King William Summer Sneakers! 
 
Comment From Cathy in Poquoson   
Enjoyed the class! Thank you! 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥   
Thanks class--loved all the great pictures too. 
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Comment From Kathy in NM ♥   
Great class - I enjoyed learning along with you! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
Awesome! That's a lot of people! 
 
Comment From King William Summer Sneakers   
The kids wanted to say thank you for all your work helping out the animals! 

 


