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May 6, 2013 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Good afternoon. This is our last session. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hello, and welcome!! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
I have some questions we came up with last week, do you want me to go ahead and ask them and 

you answer? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, fire away when ready! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
We are a group of one today. We didn't get to check our trees today, they are getting watered 

well, we have had about an inch of rain 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
And it is about to rain again 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A very small group then! It's raining a lot here too -- supposed to get a lot of flooding! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Do you ever get aquatic animals? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sure! We receive a variety of aquatic turtles -- snapping turtles, painted turtles, sliders, cooters, 

etc. If you're thinking of aquatic mammals -- we see them less frequently, but we have 

occasionally admitted an otter or two throughout our years here. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Can you really not touch baby birds? Some websites say to put them back, some say that once 

touched the parents will reject them and throw them out of the nest again. What is 

correct? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great question -- this is a myth! Must be something that mothers made up to make their kids stop 

touching animals they found in the yard ... or something! Many people say that once the 

mother/father bird smells the human scent on their young, they will reject their baby. 

That's not true -- birds can't smell! Even for mammals, the maternal instinct typically 

overrides any weird smell they smell from humans. Typically in the bird world, the 

parents may be rejecting a young bird that is cold to the touch. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's why it's important to warm the bird first (in your hands) before placing it back in the nest. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
How can you tell what kind of baby bird it is without the feathers? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It can be very hard -- but we look at a few things: the shape of the beak ... the color of the down 

... the color of the inside of their mouths ... and the appearance of the gape flanges (the 

sort of things that look like "lips" on some baby birds). 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
How do you keep track of what baby has been fed and which ones haven't? We read about baby 

squirrels and birds needing fed every little while. 

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The rehabbers and their students are really good at keeping track of who is who -- each bird is 

banded with a temporary ID band when it arrives. So if we have a group of 10 birds ... the 

feeder just goes through the enclosure systematically to ensure they've taken care of 

everyone. With the mammals, we just use a small dot of colored white-out on their head, 

or ears. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
We had a speaker talking about solving problems in reverse. He used sick people and finding 

criminals after a crime as examples.) He talked about how every problem is like a story 

problem in Math, do all of your admissions follow that kind of pattern? Where you can't 

ask them what hurts? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a very interesting question! And you are right, it is quite tricky with wildlife, because they 

can't tell us what's wrong with them ... or what happened ... and they don't have owners to 

help supply observations either. 

 

The vets do have to figure out a lot of different things and use those facts to help build the 

scenario. So yes, in some ways we sort of get the info (test results, images, etc) and can 

then look back to try to build the story of what may have happened. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
We saw Buddy did his first public appearance (though Mrs. Hill had pictures of one of him last 

spring) Was he good at it or does he need more practice? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Both! He did very well at his first education program when he was out with Raina -- but he can 

use a bit more practice to be even better! 
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Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Were you all sad when you had to euthanize Chayton? WE were sad when we found out, but 

then we helped name Athena and adopted her too. That was really cool! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, we were very sad when we had to euthanize Chayton. It was definitely the right decision, so 

I know we didn't have to feel badly about that -- our vets (past and present) did 

everything they possibly could for him. But he was a great bird. 

 

 
 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
As for Athena, she's a great bird too! And you guys will be "famous" for naming Athena when 

we tell her story each time to tours and classrooms! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
How is Athena doing? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She's doing well! Raina just took her out on a program on Saturday. 
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Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
How many bears do you have now? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh goodness, I feel like I need to pull out my calculator. It's hard to keep track! But fortunately 

the number hasn't changed in a few days ... we're still at 10 bears. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Are they all in one pen or a couple of pens? We watched part of the video of them feeding some 

of them. They are adorable! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Seven of them are in one pen right now ... another cub is inside ... and the syrian bear and 

yearling bear are separate. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Is it safe to house the Syrian bear with everyone else? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Is he just a cub also? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She is just a cub as well, but is larger than our black bear cubs! The main issue with her at the 

moment (other than being non-native and all that) is that she has ringworm ... so is 

contagious. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
We saw you had an Osprey. The write up said it is a high stress bird. What does that mean? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
To us, that means that it doesn't do well in captivity. Being around humans, and human sounds, 

and dealing with a captive diet is typically stressful to all kind of wildlife -- but there are 

definitely "hardy" species (like squirrels and opossums) and high-stress species (like 

osprey, rabbits, wood ducks, etc). They just don't tolerate captivity all that well. 
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Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
So once his ringworm is cured it would be safe to put her with the rest of the bears, in theory? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not really sure. At that point, there may be an even bigger disparity in size ... so we would 

want to be careful of that, particularly since they are in a small area. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Do you have a picture of an Osprey? 

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There's his eye anyway ... 
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Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
What is one think you think we should know as we go into summer about wildlife? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Excellent question! I'd say the very best thing to know is that people will be finding a lot of 

young wildlife in the spring/summer. Baby birds ... baby rabbits ... fawns ... and more! 

And many times people find young animals and think they might be orphaned -- because 

mom and dad aren't right beside them. It's important to know the natural history of the 

species -- so you know what normal behavior is. A lot of times people find these animals 

and it's perfectly normal for them to be alone -- so the best thing to do is leave them 

there! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
How long should you leave them before calling someone to help move them if they seem to be 

alone? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It really varies by species -- for example, rabbits and fawns don't eat frequently and spend a great 

day of the day by themselves. So we would wait 24 hours and check the next day (this is 

assuming they appear healthy and are not in distress) 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Squirrels, or baby birds do have more frequent feedings ... so I would say just leave them there 

for several hours before intervening. A bit of a smaller window there. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And of course when we say leave them there and check back ... we mean leave them there ... and 

leave the area! Watch from inside ... because mom/dad won't return if you are hovering! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
What is the funniest animal/wildlife story you have had happen to you? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wow … a hard one! There are so many great stories that have happened over the years … funny 

things that patients have done (how can you not laugh at that bear video making the 

“tramadol face” on our YouTube channel) … weird things that people have done … or 

funny things that the staff have done. Here is one of the funniest stories I was involved 

with: 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Years ago, when I started out at the Wildlife Center, I worked as a rehabilitator three days a 

week, and then manned the front desk on the weekends. One weekend, someone called in 

about a young fox – they said they were outside and this young fox ran over to them, and 

seemed really really friendly. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
As it was being friendly, the people noticed that the fox's toenails were painted too – so they 

definitely suspected that someone had made this fox a pet, and then released it, or it 

escaped. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I told them to put on some heavy leather gloves, and to get a box or a crate, and to VERY VERY 

carefully get it into a box. Preferably without touching it. Throw a towel over it when it’s 

next to the box and sort of shove it in there. Since foxes are high-risk rabies species … I 

didn’t want them at-risk for exposure. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So about 30 minutes later, they pull into the Center … get out of their car … and I see them 

walking to the front door holding this fox in their arms. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Which is NOT what I told them to do. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So I became very concerned about rabies exposure … and talking to them about that … and then 

as they walked through the front door … 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I realized that we would NOT have to have that conversation … 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Because the “fox” was a Pomeranian. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And they had stolen their neighbor’s dog. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
That is funny! 

 

Comment:  

Bwahahahahaha! 

 

Comment:  

tee hee i saw the end of that story coming...hilarious! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Thank you for all your time this year! We will be back next fall with a new group of students and 

hopefully a few returnees also! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you guys for your participation this year! It's been great -- and THANK YOU for naming 

Athena!! Best of luck to you all this summer. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh! Not sure if you'll have time for this!! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
We would like to as Ms. Hill's Wildlife Club what is the neatest (or most interesting) wildlife 

they have seen around their school? 

 

Comment:  

Our 19 special needs kids thank Mrs. H's Wildlife Club for a great and informative session 

today! We LOVE Cam in Classroom and learn so much from all questions asked! 

 

Comment:  

Thanks wildlife club for a great season of questions. Have a great summer and see you back in 

the fall. 

 

Comment:  

Oh funny.....I knew it wasn't a fox, but didn't know it would be their neighbors dog....and that 

was your weekend!! Enjoy summer Mrs. Hill and student(s) 
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Comment:  

Amanda, you tell a story so well! Just the right phrasing and lapse of time as you give the facts. 

Loved the story about the fox Pomeranian. 

 

Comment:  

Bye, Mrs. Hills, have a great summer, it was very enjoyable spending time with your Wildlife 

Club and learning along with them. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
When Anne Mathis released the red tailed hawk on campus. We see lots of squirrels and song 

birds, right now we have a flock of cedar wax wings eating the berries off our courtyard 

trees but definitely the coolest is the Red Tailed Hawk 

 

Comment:  

Excellent questions from the Wildlife club. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
Thanks everyone for listening in and adding to our learning as we looked at the other cam in the 

classroom sessions too! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:  
It has been quite a learning experience for all of us here this year...Mrs. Hill especially! 

 

Comment:  

Bye Mrs Hills wildlife club! We hope to see some of you over the summer! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, come back and visit us on the discussion/cam! 

 


