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April 2, 2013 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning, all! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Our Cam in the Classroom session should be starting in just a couple of minutes. 

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Amanda! We have lots of questions today; especially about all those baby 

animals! Are you ready for some questions?! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm ready! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever had to deal with sea animals 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't really get a lot of coastal animals up this way -- or marine animals. Some of our vets 

have had experience working with those species in vet school, or at other internships 

though! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever had to deal with sea animals at the shelter? -Lauren 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't have the appropriate enclosures for sea animals either -- so we couldn't really house a 

sea turtle or a dolphin either! But our vets have gone down and spent time at the Virginia 

Aquarium before -- so I know they have had some opportunities to do some work with 

sharks! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
DID YOU FIND ANY BABY BEARS IN THE WOODS IF YOU DID WERE THEY 

INJURED I HOPE NOT 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The animals that come to us are usually found by other people -- so while we may not have 

found a bear cub ourselves, others have! We had 17 Black Bears last year, and most of 

them were injured or orphaned cubs or yearlings! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How big can vultures get? Are their babies the same aize as an adult? Dan 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Vultures can be 3.5 - 6 lbs, depending on where they are in their range ... their wingspan is about 

5 feet! Babies are smaller than the adults, but they grow very quickly! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope, no pandas in Virginia! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you dealt with pandas before? Harshul 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whoops, sorry about that ... 

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Baby vulture! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
ARE BEARS DANGEROUS? BECAUSE WHEN I WAS LITTLE I SAW 1 AND IT RAN 

AFTER ME. SHOULD I BE AFRAID OR ARE THEY SCARED OF US? AND IF I 

SEE 1 WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE ON HOW TO DEAL WITH THE BEAR.-RON 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bears can be dangerous -- so we want to have a healthy respect for them. That being said, usually 

they are not interested in bothering people -- they'll run away if you wave your arms and 

make loud noises. The worst thing people can do is feed bears -- that makes them very 

dangerous, because they lose their fear of people, and see people as a source of food. 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you have porcupines (Vladimir) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have not -- they're not really supposed to be this far south, although I hear they are 

expanding their range! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever had heddgehogs[Nick] 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope, hedgehogs aren't native wildlife in the US. We only take in native, wild animals. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
For the bears is a cub or yearling which one is older, because I never really saw a yearling 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yearlings are old. The term "cub" is used for bears that are in their first year -- "yearling" is used 

when they are about one year old. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you know about the baby owl papa gho is babysitting 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, I just posted about him on the website! And actually, my husband and I transported him to 

the Wildlife Center when we were on our way back from vacation! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We're glad we have Papa G'Ho here to mentor him! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you keep the same animals (like categories) together in the center? Such as keeping all bears 

together or keeping all turtles together? Mackenzie 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes and no. Many animals are in their own individual enclosures -- so they can rest and recover 

comfortably, and we can monitor their food. But, we do have specialized enclosures or 

facilities for each species -- so we have a "reptile room" where all the turtles live, and 

special bear enclosures where the bears can live. We do try to give the young animals 

some friends of the same species (and age) so they don't grow up alone! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do bears take care of their cubs or yearlings well enough? Harshul 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Year, mother bears are great protectors. They'll keep careful watch over their cubs. When bears 

are about a year old, many of them start to leave mom and go out on their own (usually 

the males before the females). 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Ever since I was born I’ve had groundhogs living under my shed they started 2 families and the 

baby got older and more babies. The families keep getting bigger. And some predators 

live nearby. Is there anything I should do? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wow, that sounds like a big family of groundhogs! If you and your family are okay with them 

living under your shed -- sounds like there's nothing you need to do! I'd imagine some 

will move away to make more room for themselves. If you do mind them being there, 

there are good ways you can exclude them from the shed and encourage them to move 

out on their own. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
If there was ever a wondering helpless elephant or giraffe would you be able to help it even 

though they probably wouldn't live in that climate -Lauren 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, I think our vets could apply their knowledge to a different species -- even one as different 

as that! -- to provide some help, if need be. But I don't expect we'd see elephants or 

giraffes here in Virginia! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Will it ever be possible to make hybrid species? Like with our modern tools t today can we make 

new species like snake cats and pig cows? OR IS THAT FEAUTURERISTIC STUFF 

AND WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS IF THAT WAS TO HAPPEN? Is IT 

OFFENSIVE OR WOULD YOU ADMIRE THE THOUGHT?-RON 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Interesting question! I don't know that it's possible to do something like that ... nor probably 

should we mess with things like that! New species (even existing species) that are 

introduced to new areas can have a lot of problems. We tend to see native species 

affected by non-native, invasive species when foreign animals are introduced ... it tends 

to be bad stuff! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you ever get animals from the other side of the world?[Nick] 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope, just our native Virginia wildlife! 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How old do bears get too be, are they the oldest patients you have if they are how much older are 

they than the other patients (Brett) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bears can live to be up to 30 years old in the wild -- so they can be pretty old!! But, then again, 

Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles are also in this age range. But that's all definitely on the 

"older side" for some of our patients! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are baby animals reaction to the Wildlife Center when they first arrive? (Melanie) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It depends on how old they are. The very young ones don't seem to find this new experience too 

weird -- they're very young, and probably haven't spent a great deal of time with their 

parents. We just have to be careful that they don't get too used to us. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The slightly older babies can be very stressed out. For example, fledgling songbirds can have 

trouble adjusting because they're old enough to know that we're not their mom and dad -- 

but they do still need to be fed by hand. So they are tricky! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever had a wolf in the wildlife center?Shane 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Not that I know of -- but we have had coyotes! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How high can vultures fly? How fast can they fly? Dan 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmmmm ... good question! I'm not sure I know that statistics on that, but they do fly pretty high 

in the sky -- they like to glide on the thermals. They're not really fast fliers like Peregrine 

Falcons-- mainly because they like to just glide. It looks very relaxing! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever had to deal with any swans or baby turtles? -Lauren :D 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, we've had both of those things here before! Sometimes we get Tundra Swans in -- which 

are a unique species for the area, they are here in the winter time. And for the past couple 

of years, we've been able to hatch some turtle eggs! 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do bears eat humans occasionally if the bear is harmed or bothered? Do bears get even more 

mad if bothered when hibernating? Harshul 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, no eating humans -- though they can seriously injure a human if they felt threatened and like 

they couldn't get away (or if their young were in danger). I think they're pretty sleepy in 

the wintertime, though I wouldn't want to bother them! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Has an animal ever arrived pregnant and had their child at the Wildlife Center? (Melanie) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Our turtle patients do sometimes come in with eggs inside them -- and then will lay them at the 

Center. We incubate the eggs and then have had some good results with hatching! 

Otherwise, I don't think we've had any births at the Wildlife Center! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
I also have a screech owl in my backyard we haven’t seen it in a while. In my neighbors tree 

there is a great horned owl which I think eats screech owls. Could the other owl eat it? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm. That is a possibility -- Great Horned Owls will pick on other owl species! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Were you surprised that hope and honor left when they did (Brett) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I actually haven't been following them! Were you surprised? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you believe there could be new undiscovered species on earth? I heard that there are like 

4000 species undiscovered in The Amazon Rain Forest BUT LIKE 50 OF THEM GO 

EXTINCT EVERY DAY. Also my friend and I saw a documentary mermaids and it was 

pretty convincing do you think that could be possible? A group of homo sapians 

exploring water and living in it? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's pretty amazing about the undiscovered species! I'd believe it though ... the earth is so big, 

and there are so many amazing plants and animals out there ... who knows what we're 

missing! As for mermaids ... I'm not quite sure I believe that one. :) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Yes, I was surprised Hope and Honor left when they did (Brett) 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do cold blooded animals such as reptiles react different to weather and temperatures than warm 

blooded animals? Why? harshul 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes. The cold-blooded animals -- the "ectotherms" -- depend on their environments to warm and 

cool themselves. So, they're very reactive to the world around them -- and sun themselves 

to keep warm, or move to a cool spot to regulate their temperatures. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Almost time for lunch here in NJ. Looking at our map of the US, we are still missing 26 

states...mostly in the midwest and the south. Anyone from Wisconsin? Kentucky? 

Mississippi? Montana? Oklahoma?!! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks for the great questions! Hope we can help fill your map ... 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have 145 people on with us right now. 

 

Comment:  

Michigan-thanks for interesting questions 

 

Comment:  

One is from Canada, The Maritimes 

 

Comment:  

Nope I am not from any of those states,(right here in Virginia) but I love the questions that you 

asked! Have a great day kids! 

 

Comment:  

New Hampshire, wonderful class kids! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Thanks for your time with us Amanda! The Maritimes sounds like one we'll have to research! 

 

Comment:  

Good class.Boise,Idaho 

 

Comment:  

Thank you, class! Those were some thought-provoking questions! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm sure Critter Nation is always happy to provide material for a geography lesson! 
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Comment:  

Great class today. Michigan here. 

 

Comment:  

Hello, Pawtucket, Rhode Island here!! 

 

Comment:  

I was born in Mississippi but I live in NJ. Will that count? 

 

Comment:  

Just got here and reading back--great questions class!! South Dakota here! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Vermont and Idaho are new for us to add today! Thanks! 

 

Comment:  

Baltimore, Maryland here! 

 

Comment:  

Great questions Class! I'm in central Florida 

 

Comment:  

Oh,good! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Thanks South Dakota!!! You're on the list for today! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Rhode Island is new too! Thank you! 

 

Comment:  

Awwww cute baby vulture! 

 

Comment:  

The Maritimes is those provinces who joined Canada in the original Confederation - 1870s New 

Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island. In 1949 Newfoundland and Labrador 

became the 10th province. Then premier, Joey Smallwood, said if you add NL to NB, 

NS, & PEI it is Atlantic Canada! And Newfoundlanders and Labradorians really care 

about that. I lived on Newfoundland for 24.5 years 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Thanks for the history of the Maritimes! 

 

Comment:  

When these pix were drawn, did Pignoli model for them, if so how come you have the wrong eye 

missing... was it Pig who did those looking in a mirror? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope, Pignoli wasn't the model. If she was, the "right" eye would be missing! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Dr. Adam did all of these drawings ... for a talk that he presented at the annual conference. We 

just really lucked out that they've lived on via t-shirt art ... and avatars for me! :) 

 

Comment:  

Good morning WCV & CN. Just read about the orphaned GHO. Papa GHO will show him/her 

the ways of the owl. Wondering is there still a camera and lighting in the loft so we will 

be able to view the little one? I see we have cam in the classroom this morning. Always 

enjoy that and a thank you to Pat in Colorado for sponsoring the cam today for her 

daughter’s Birthday...Happy Birthday to Christina. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The owls should be on critter cam later this week of all goes well ... there isn't an IR light 

anymore in the raptor tower, I think we moved that at one point. 

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well gang, thanks for tuning in to the Classroom session! Great questions. I'm going to log off 

for now and catch up on some other stuff ... I'll see you all later! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


