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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Good morning, Miss Amanda. We are getting ready!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning, class! We have 169 people on so far this morning with you ...  

 

Congowings:  

Good morning Mrs. Matheson's class. Hope everyone had a good weekend. Hi Amanda!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hi Congo!  

 

Comment: 
Good morning class! Special greetings to Julio!  

 

Comment: 
Ready for class as long as work doesn't interupt.  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Mrs. Matheson and class.  

 

Comment: 
Good Morning Mrs. Matheson's class!  

 

Comment: 
Greetings Mrs. Matheson and class from Indiana.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill in NC:   

Good Morning Mrs. Matheson's class. From one class to another, we meet this afternoon for our 

club and we are doing a bit of a scavenger hunt I will give clues on a type of bird we have 

studied already and they will attempt to guess what the bird is from the clues! I think the 

students will enjoy it!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Fun!  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Okay, I think we're ready.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

First question, how much does Pignoli weigh?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well … I am sorry to say that Pignoli is very overweight. Raina weighed him just recently and 

he had a big gain – he is 270 grams! He is now on a diet!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Oh my!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's what Raina said. And then she weighed him two more times just to make sure it wasn't a 

scale error!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Did he get anything special for Thanksgiving?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
His usual mouse was served for dinner. You could say it was special because it was the last meal 

before his diet started. :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Does Pignoli ever get mail?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Funny you should ask! Pignoli received some very special letters recently!  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

I hope he enjoyed reading all his fan mail!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, he had a lot of reading to do over the holiday!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Does he use his talons to eat with?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He uses his talons to hold on to his mouse and then bends down to bite the mouse with his beak. 

He uses his beak to tear the food, but holds on tight to the mouse with his feet.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Does Pignoli ever get crickets to eat? (when Ms. DeeDee came in and did owl pellets with us, we 

talked about what screech owls eat.)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Once in a while, we do give insects to some of our education animals (well – the ones that would 

normally eat insects). I couldn’t recall hearing if the rehab staff have done this recently 

with Pignoli, so I asked Amber and Kelli if they ever gave crickets to him. Amber 

couldn’t remember, so she decided she’d try it on Saturday night – and he ate them!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Does Pignoli eat worms? (for CN, when we dissected his pellets, we came across some strange 

looking 'worm' things - couldn't tell if maggots, mealworms, or something else)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No … I’m guessing maybe there were some moths in the pellets before we packaged them – 

since some pellets were out for a couple of months. And the worms you are seeing are the 

larvae! I didn’t realize you were getting a “bonus” in with the pellets!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Do you ever look at Pignoli's pellets?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I have seen his pellets, but I have never dissected one like you guys did! How was it? What did 

you see?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

We saw lots of fur and lots of tiny mouse bones! Only one student found the worm things.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

What does his skeleton look like? (we did a human skeleton activity just before Halloween and 

were wondering how different we are from him.)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh dear. He is going to be SO embarrassed … but I have a radiograph (x-ray) of him from his 

annual exam this past January. He was also very overweight then too (he has a winter 

weight problem, I think). So … very embarrassing but here you go:  

 

 
 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Does Pignoli have a nose? How does he breathe?  

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He doesn’t have a “nose” like we do, but his “nares” are on his beak. You can see them in this 

photo. Those are the equivalent of our nostrils. They’re on the base of the beak, which is 

called the “cere”. The cere is a softer, fleshy part at the base of the beak.  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Does he smell?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Raptors actually have a very poor sense of smell – so no, he can’t smell what you and I can!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Did he behave at the gala?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I asked Leighann this, since she was Pignoli’s handler that night. She said: “Pignoli was a perfect 

gentleman at the benefit. He surprisingly did not poop a single time, or even cast [cough 

up a pellet]! He just sat there looking cute, while tons of people admired him and took 

advantage of photo opportunities."  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And I know you guys have seen some photos of your class "at" the benefit, but maybe we should 

show the rest of Critter Nation?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Sorry, questions about the 'nose' photo, so I'm begin distracted . . .  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, no problem ... and ask away if that's confusing ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

We see that you have 7 eastern screech owls, are all of those patients?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, all patients. It's getting to be that "screech-owl" time of year (we get more of those guys in 

during the colder months)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We also seem to be having a "special" on Red-tailed Hawks at the moment.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

The last question about Pignoli was if you had any new pictures of him, but we saw him reading 

his mail.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And I have some more photos too (LOTS of photos today!)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You guys have seen some benefit ones:  

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
When you stopped by Dr. Dave's table at the benefit ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then came to my table ...  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And saw your ornaments ...  

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And went and saw another owl ...  

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And hung out with Pignoli!  

 

 
 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Why do you get more screech owls in the winter?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm going to guess that is has to do with hunting -- the owls we get in the winter time are almost 

always hit by cars. Since insects aren't really plentiful in the wintertime, I think they must 

resort to finding rodents -- who sometimes are finding "goodies" around the roads.  

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At the benefit, Pignoli also helped us receive a special present -- two very talented ladies, 

Charlotte and Lona, made some new, very snazzy crate covers for our education animals! 

Now when they travel -- they'll travel in style!  

 

 
 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Sorry, our internet went wonky and everyone had to refresh the discussion window. We're back 

and lots of ohhhs and ahhhhs.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Lots of photos to see!  

 

Comment: 
And I have the owls that Mrs. Matheson's class made for the auction!!!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yay! I was wondering who ended up with them. Just in time for decorating the tree ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Well, no more burning questions (they're busy looking at the photos) We would like to know 

where everybody is from this morning.  

 

Comment: 
Baltimore, Maryland here!  

 

Comment: 
Michigan  
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Comment: 
Yep - they are going to be on the tree here in my office!  

 

Comment: 
New Jersey here.  

 

Comment: 
Chicago Heights, IL  

 

Comment: 
Staunton, VA fpr me!  

 

Comment: 
Bath, NY (finger lake region)  

 

Comment: 
Enjoying the class from NH  

 

Comment: 
Upstate NY  

 

Comment: 
Charleston, South Carolina  

 

Comment: 
Great questions class! love the crate covers! and loved the pictures and letters♥ Houston Texas 

here  

 

Comment: 
Virginia Beach here  

 

Comment: 
Washington DC at the moment here!  

 

Comment: 
Laughlintown, PA!!  

 

Comment: 
Ohio  

 

Comment: 
Michigan here. SE corner.  

 

Comment: 
Awesome photos!!!!!  
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Comment: 
Central New York State...Cato, NY!  

 

Comment: 
Hi from northwestern Vermont!  

 

Comment: 
Carver, Massachusetts (right next door to Plymouth, Ma!)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
262 people on this morning!  

 

Congowings:  

Great questions Mrs. Matheson's class! I'm in Virginia -   

 

Comment: 
Northern North Dakota here!  

 

Comment: 
Greetings from Utah :o)  

 

Comment: 
Phx az  

 

Comment: 
Devon, England here!  

 

Comment: 
My internet went wacky too---had to log back in -- PA here  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Is Sweetpea the Sweetpea that sent us some very cool owls just before Thanksgiving?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oooh, Sweetpea sent me a very cool owl too!!  

 

Comment: 
Missouri !  

 

Comment: 
Blacksburg VA  

 

Comment: 
Wonderful class today with great photos and questions. TN here.  
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Comment: 
(and I have a very special owl on my tree that flew to PA all the way from Arizona. I love him! 

Owls name is Julio)  

 

Comment: 
Good morning from North Carolina!  

 

Comment: 
A Georgia Good Morning to all.  

 

Comment: 
I'm from Texas  

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs Matheson, So glad you and your class enjoyed the owls.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

We have 5 minutes, so I'm going to open up the discussion and let my students type! (be warned)  

 

Comment: 
Oh. I ♥ when the students type  

 

Comment: 
You should compare the radiograph of Alex to Pignoli.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don't have an Alex radiograph loaded up, but I do have a Gus radiograph from last year ... 

compare size in screech-owl to Barred Owl  
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Comment from jhovany matheson:   

helo miss amanda  

 

Comment from Mrs.matheson aseret:   

hello  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hello!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

I didn't see Caleb and his crew this morning.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good call, I haven't seen them either. Well, hopefully they'll read back and see all the Pignoli 

photos!  

 

Comment: 
Pignoli does look weight challenged  

 

Comment: 
LOL! By comparison, you sure can tell how "chubby" Pig is :)  

 

Comment: 
Wow on the X-ray of Pignoli. You can see how important their eyes are from how much room 

they take up in his head.....WOW  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a very good observation -- they are VERY large!  

 

Comment: 
Good morning class. Great questions.  
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Comment: 
Rochester, NY  

 

Comment: 
Colorado popping in late! Sorry!  

 

Comment from ESTHER MATHESON:   

Hi ms.amanda and Pignoli how are you.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm good Esther, how are you?  

 

Comment from alex miss matheson:   

good mornning  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

We're going to have to go back and look at that x-ray. We're starting animal adaptations and the 

size of owls' eyes is a good one to look at.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes ... I'll see if I can find some more owl eye rads too. They really are remarkable.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:   

Time to go - have a great day everyone! Thanks for the answers, Ms. AManda!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you guys! Have a good week at school!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli says thank you for the letters! 
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Comment: 
Bye Mrs Matheson and class!!!  

 

Comment from ESTHER MATHESON:   

by ms. amanda  

 

Comment from Jose l  MS.matheson:   

Hi pignoli and ms.amanda  

 

Comment from jhovany matheson:   

is pignoli getting biger  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes ... but not that he should be! :) He's getting wider, I think.  

 

Comment from ABEL:   

HI MS ANADN I LOVE PIGNOLI  

 

Comment from mariano matheson:   

Hello ms amanda and pignoli hello pignoli did you like the letters that we send to you.  

 

Comment: 
Bye, Mrs. Matheson's class! I enjoyed the session very much.  

 

Comment: 
Have a great day class. Always enjoy your questions.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, they were great!  

 

Comment: 
Thanks class, have a great day!  

 

Comment: 
Bye class! It was great being here with you this morning :)  

 

 

 


