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January 23, 2013 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Raina! Having some computer issues here so we're only able to access one 

computer so far! Hopefully the 2nd one will be up and running shortly! Are you ready for 

some questions from the 6th grade? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good morning! Yes, I am ready! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good morning, class. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How did the Black Bear become your patient. (Dan P) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Black Bear #12-2655 was found by the side of the road. He was likely hit by a car. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Was the adult owl taking care of the baby before they found them (Madeline) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The young Barn Owl was found alone in a field. The adult Barn Owl that had been serving as a 

"surrogate" was not the young owls real parent...she was just stepping in to help the staff 

of the Wildlife Center. Humans would have a much harder time teaching Barn Owls how 

to be owls. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is a Barn Owl screech deafening to the human ear?(Ben M) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It won't cause you to go deaf, but you'll likely want to cover your ears! It often sounds like 

someone screaming. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How is the snapping turtle doing, did you get the hook out of its throat? (MichaelG) 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The vet staff removed the second fishing hook from the turtle's esophagus in mid-December. His 

appetite was not very strong at first, likely because it hurt to swallow. But he became 

interested in food again at the end of December. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How much food does a barred owl eat a day ? - Asha 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, here at the Wildlife Center we feed our patients and education animals based on weight. 

For example, our new Barred Owl (who still doesn't have a name) is fed 55 grams of 

mice 6 days a week and she weighs about 850 grams. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
{Mahika Sethi} which is the most and the laest eaten animal eaten by the Barred Owl/// 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I don't know the least eaten, but the most eaten would be mice, chipmunks, and squirrels...small 

mammals. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever been bitten by a Barn Owl? "Nichole M" 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I have not. But I imagine it wouldn't feel very good....they have sharp beaks designed for 

chopping up meat! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is the Merlin faster than an Ostrich? If so how fast can the Merlin run/fly? (Victoria M.) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the fastest speed of a merlin? (Robin G) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is the merlin the fastest bird? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Merlins are not the fastest birds. Merlins can fly somewhere around 55 mph when chasing after 

their prey. Peregrine Falcons are the fastest bird, and they can go around 200 mph when 

"stooping" or diving after their prey. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many feathers does the merlin have? 

 

 

 



Classroom: Mrs. Harris 3 1/23/2013 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm not sure how many feathers they have. Perhaps one day I'll count them! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How did you catch the merlin (henry l.) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm not sure how the Merlin was caught at first, but he had a wing injury, so he may not have 

been flying very well at first. Now, he is definitely flying much better and our staff have 

to be very quick when they want to catch him! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the highest wait for an average black bear? (Seth) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Male black bears can be up to 600 pounds! But they typically weigh around 200. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are the main predators of the snapping turtle????? (Sophia) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
When snapping turtles are adults, they have very few predators. They can be pretty big and mean 

as adults..no one wants to mess with them! But when they are young and small, they are 

more vulnerable and could be eated by birds. I've heard of Great Blue Herons eating 

young snapping turtles. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is the first snapping turtle you have found a male or a female? - Asha P 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We don't know if the turtle is male or female. We'd have to do tests to determine the gender since 

we don't need to know the gender in order to help the turtle heal, the vets have decided 

not to find out. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How old is the newest snapping turtle?- Asha P 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We don't know the turtle's age. We do know that it is an adult. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How big is the newest snapping turtle (Madeline) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The turtle weighs close to 17 pounds! 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How old is the baby barn owl? (Gabi) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The young Barn Owl is now several months old. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Will the baby barred owl released when it it is all prepared? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's the plan! We have to put the young Barn Owl through "mouse school" - test the owl to see 

if it can hunt food on its own. If the owl passes, then release will be in the near future! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the typical wingspan of the Barn Owl? (Ben M) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
An adult Barn Owl's wingspan would be around 3.5 feet wide. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Are Barred Owls rare in some states or Countries? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Barred Owls are mostly on the East Coast of the United States. There is an owl called the 

Spotted Owl that looks a lot like the Barred Owl...the Spotted Owl lives in some parts of 

the Western United States, Mexico and Central America. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Thank you for taking time to answer questions from our class today. We always enjoy our time 

on the blog! Can we find out where people are from this morning? We are keeping track 

of those states that are watching! Thank you!!! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So many good questions today! I didn't even get a chance to answer all of them! We have 364 

people right now. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Where is everyone from today? 

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Harris and class from chilly Michigan. Great questions today. 

 

Comment: 
E. Lansing, Michigan 
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Comment: 
Michigan 

 

Comment: 
Thank you class for the great questions. Hope to hear from you again soon. Southeast GA near 

the Okefenokee Swamp 

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Harris's class! From Dallas TX 

 

Comment: 
East Central Iowa here! 

 

Comment: 
Illinois here! Home state of 3 Presidents! 

 

Comment: 
Hello Class and thanks for the great questions...from southwest Virginia 

 

Comment: 
Good morning to Mrs. Harris' class from Northeastern New Jersey! 

 

Comment: 
Excellent questions class. I'm in the southern tier of NY. Have a good day. 

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Harris’s class. I am watching from Waterloo, Ontario Canada. Waterloo is an hour west 

of Toronto. 

 

Comment: 
NRV, VA 

 

Comment: 
Hi class from Bordentown, NJ 

 

Comment: 
Johnson City, Tennessee 

 

Comment: 
Oregon here 

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Harris's class! Great questions. I am in COLD COLD PA 

 

Comment: 
Oh, YES! Great Questions!! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bye class! Have a great day! 

 

Comment: 
From COLD Cape Cod, Massachusetts 

 

Comment: 
Hi Class! From a VERY arctic Vermont! 

 


