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May 20, 2013 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Bye, Ed! And good morning everyone! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Good morning, Raina! I think we're ready to learn about Pignoli and her new responsibilities!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Oh good! I'm ready to tell you all about it. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Can you give us an update of the three orphaned GHOW babies?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
I sure can. The three Eastern Screech Owlets are doing very well....they're growing, and their 

eyes are even open now!http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/eastern-

screech-owlets-13-0861-13-0862-and-13-0863 

 

 
 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How long will they have to be in the incubator?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
They will have to stay in the incubator until they are eating on their own. We are feeding them 

chopped up mice...and they are eating very well. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
As soon as they eat food off of a plate, on their own, we can move them out. 
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Questions from class: What is an incubator?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
An incubator is a special cage for young animals that need to be kept safe and warm. Except, it's 

not a cage - it looks more like a box! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How can you feed them? Won't they think of people as their mom?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
We are hand feeding them. Yes, they could get confused and think that humans are their mother 

or father. They could "imprint on humans" which means that they could look at humans 

and think they're one of us! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Remember, when birds are born, they don't know what they are. They learn what they are by 

looking at their parents. But if they don't have parents, and humans are taking care of 

them...they can get confused! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
So how do you keep from confusing the babies?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
So we are very careful about not letting the owlets look at us too much when we feed them. We 

have a mask that we wear. 
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
We remember seeing something in the A3 toweer.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Right! When they were feeding the young Great Horned Owlet! This is the mask they would 

wear. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
It's a hat with netting over the face. And we have feathers taped to the hat, to look more like a 

bird and less like a person. 

 

 

 
 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
One of my very observant students noticed the bird silhouette on the window. Good eyes!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Ah, very good eye! We have those all over the windows here, to keep from other birds hitting 

into our windows. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
So the net hides the persons face so they don't recognize people?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Correct. It sort of blocks the person's face, so the young birds don't really have a chance to get a 

good look. 
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
So, what will happen with the owlets once they can come out of the incubator? Will they into a 

big enclosure (can we see on the critter cam?)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Once they are out of the incubator, they will probably be moved to a small crate in our holding 

area. We will face the opening of their crate to the opening of the crate for...Pignoli! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Pignoli will be brought inside in a crate, so she and the owlets can be slowly introduced. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
And then, once they get to know each other...and once the owls are old enough to live outside, 

Pignoli and the owlets will be moved to a flight pen together. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Why can't you put her in right away?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
We could, but it's usually a good idea to introduce them slowly. The young owlets won't be quite 

ready to head outside to a bigger flight pen right away. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
And we wouldn't want to put Pignoli in a crate with three hungry babies with no place to get 

away. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Will it be a big flight pen? We learned that Pignoli has about 50% of her vision so she doesn't fly 

too much. She won't be able to teach them to fly.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
We're not sure yet what flight pen they would be in, but you're right. Pignoli doesn't fly too much 

since she can't see very well. But the most important part of her job isn't to teach them to 

fly. It's to show them what an owl looks like and how an owl acts. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Would she feed them when she gets in with them?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
They will be old enough to feed themselves, so Pignoli won't need to do too much feeding. She 

might bring food too them, though. Food that the staff puts into the enclosure. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
That's a good question - I think that Pignoli is such an important part of our family here at the 

Wildlife Center, and I think she knows her job is really important...whether it's teaching 
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hundreds of children at a school or helping to raise young owls. She is definitely a hard 

worker! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
It will still probably be a couple of weeks before Pignoli is needed to be a foster parent. So we 

don't know all the details yet...like, what flight pen they will be in...or if they will be on 

camera. But I know you are all hoping to see her help to raise the babies on cam! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Thanks for answering our questions about Pignoli. My students have been telling everyone that 

"Pignoli is going to be a mom!" (although more like a big sister)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
May we ask how is Buddy doing in bald eagle school?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Of course. Buddy is doing well. We haven't made too much progress since his big debut at 

Riverfest. Did you all know that he came with me to a local presentation about birds of 

prey? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
I'm going to wrap this up and let my students say good-bye to everyone - this is our last session. 

School is over on Thursday for them. We have the staff versus the 5th grade champs 

kickball game at 9 so need to wrap this up.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Ok! Well, I'm so glad I got the chance to be here for your last session. I'm sorry Amanda couldn't 

be here...I know she will miss you all very much. Of course, we hope you'll join us even 

once you're in 4th grade. 

 

Comment:  

great questions kids! hope you have a nice summer!  

 

Comment:  

good luck kids and have a fun summer  

 

Comment from jose l: 

good by  

 

Comment from Areli: 

Good by  

 

Comment from Eduardo g:  

GOODBYE  
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Comment from abel:  

good buy everyone  

 

Comment from mrs.matheson Aseret:  

Good By  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
I would like to thank all the members of Critter Nation who sent us cards, owl ornaments, 

pictures, and other items to numerous to count!  

 

Comment from Julio: 

Thank you very much  

 

Comment:  

And of course, everybody who has ever been in school knows that kickball trumps everything :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Of course, I'd like to thank Pignoli for being such a good sport (allowing her weight to be public 

knowledge) and Miss Amanda and Miss Raina for all the wonderful learning experiences.  

 

Comment:  

GOOD BY  

 

Comment:  

Good by  

 

Comment from eduardo.p:  

Thank you for everthing  

 

Comment:  

Have a great summer, kids!  

 

Comment:  

Bye class! Have a great summer and don't forget to read a lot! Good luck in kickball - it was one 

of my favorite games!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Thank you, class. You had great questions and I hope you had fun today! Good luck with your 

game! 

 

Comment from eduardo.p:  

Goodbye  

 

Comment from jimmy matheson class:  

Good bye  
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Comment from JOVANY: 

GOODBYE EVRYONE  

 

Comment from jonathan: 

good by  

 

Comment from Guest:  

GOOD BY FROM EMILY  

 

Comment from itzy ms.matheson 3rd: 

Good by  

 

Comment:  

Bye kids and Mrs. Matheson - have a great summer  

 

Comment:  

Mrs. Matheson...you're a terrific teacher and a lovely lady. Thanks for allowing us into your 

classroom  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV: 
Absolutely agree! 

 

Comment from Jesse:  

Thank you very Much  

 

Comment from MADELINE: 

THANK YOU FOR EVRETHING  

 

Comment:  

Thank you for the ornaments that I have on my tree still. I get lots of compliments on them!  

 

Comment from julis phx az: 

We will miss u  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Time to go - have a wonderful summer everyone. I'll see you in July/August in 4th grade (so 

brush up on your math) at Sunrise Elementary.(Eduardo P is excited because he's going 

there as well  

 

Comment from Mariano mrs matheson: 

by and thank you for giving us the owl goodies  

 

Comment from eduardo.p:  

goodbye thankyou for the stuff  
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Comment from Guest: 

THANK YOU SEE YOU NEXT YEAR  

 

Comment from Jonathan Mrs.Matheson class: 

good by thankyou for everthing tell Pignoli good by.  

 

Comment from YAJIR MOTHESON: 

GOOD BY  

 

Comment from Esther Matheson:  

Bye every one thank you so much.Love Esther  

 

Comment:  

Makes me tear up that we have to wait until next school year! I love the cam in the classroom!  

 

Comment from         ๏  ๏): 
Our kids just donated one dollar each from their "allowance", which I then matched for the Bear 

Enclosure Fund! Make this a reality! Thanks so much!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

Wow, thank you! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

And hi, everyone! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

Sorry I had to miss Mrs. Matheson's last session of the year ... I do hope you guys will check in 

over the summer with us! 

 

Comment: 

OH, I missed Mrs Matheson's last class with us. I hope you all have a wonderful summer!  

 

Comment: 

As another year of amazing students and classroom sessions draws to a close, I am reminded of 

just how fortunate we are to be able to watch and learn along side them. To think that for 

many of us it was the trio of NZ, NX and NV that brought us here, and long after they 

were given their flight to freedom WCV continues to be connected with all of us and 

provides this unique opportunity and window into their world. Thank you WCV for 

educating all who visit here and for changing our lives each and every day!  

 

 

 

 


