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December 18, 2012 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Good Morning Amanda! We are happy to be with you today! We have lots of questions for you 

about the bobcat!!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hi Mrs. Harris and students! I will be leading your session today. Ask away!  

 

Comment: 
Heya, Mrs. Harris and class! Our 19 special needs kids waving at you and welcoming all your 

questions! We learn SO MUCH from being here in these Cam in Classroom sessions!  

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Harris' class and Caleb's special kids!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ron, if you see a Bobcat outside, I definitely would not suggest approaching it! But, it's probably 

unlikely that you would see one out in the wild. They don't like being spotted.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
If I am playing outside with my little brother should I watch out for the the bobcat?Or is it 

friendly. Also if I should look out for bobcats should I be more alert at night? (Ron)  

 

Congowings:  

Hello Mrs. Harris and students. Just wanted to say hi! Hope you have a great holiday.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Hello Raina Caleb's class!  

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Harris!!! Hi Caleb and kids! *waving*  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:   

Jordan : Some people have kept bald eagles as pets do you suggest this is safe or a good a 

decision. Is it a good habitat  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You cannot keep a Bald Eagle in captivity without special permission. You need a "permit" from 

the US Government saying that you are allowed to keep them out of the wild. I don't 

think it would be a good idea for the average person to have a Bald Eagle as a "pet"!  

 

Comment: 
Good Morning Mrs. Harris and class - So happy you could be on the chat today. Hi Caleb nd 

kids. WAVING.....  

 

Comment: 
Waving at Mrs. Harris' class and Caleb' s special kids. Hi all!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Is it true that bobcats can be very fierce? (meghan)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh yes. Even though they are relatively small predators, they are very efficient hunters. Bobcats 

can hunt adult deer...which are MUCH larger than Bobcats.  

 

Comment: 
What do bobcats eat? (Melanie)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bobcats are carnivores, so they eat meat. In the wild, they would likely eat a lot of rodents and 

rabbits and smaller animals. And sometimes deer!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How many feathers does a bald eagle have (rithika)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You know, I have never counted. But with our new Axis cameras, we can certainly zoom in 

close enough to count! Maybe someone will do that someday :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How many times do you feed the bald eagle a day? Nick Dal Bon  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Buddy eats once a day, 6 days a week. He is usually fed in the late afternoon.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:   

Hi! How do bald eagles turn their heads so far around? Who can turn their heads further, owls or 

eagles? (Dan)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Owls can turn their heads around further, but eagles do have significantly more movement in 

their necks than humans.  
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Comment: 
I think I remember a figure of about 7,000 feathers on a bald eagle.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That is correct. Our other moderator (Congo) just informed me that Bald Eagles have about 

7,000 feathers. Interesting fact!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How are bobcats different from normal cats? Can you keep them as pets?- Mackenzie  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bobcats are not bred to be pets, like domestic house cats are. Bobcats are wild animals and 

should not be kept as pets.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
When I walk in the woods or on hiking trails with friends should bears and/or bobcats be a 

threat? (Ron)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In general, when you are hiking in the woods, it's always a good idea to be aware of your 

surroundings. In New Jersey, you are more likely to see a Black Bear than a Bobcat. And 

only in certain parts of the state.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Do bobcats have long claws? If they happen to kill another animal how would they do it...by 

clawing, biting, or both?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They have both claws and sharp teeth. They will use both to catch, kill and eat their food.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Why is a young fox called a kit? Is there a specific reason? (Cassie)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm...I don't know why they are called "kits" but every animal has a different name for its 

young.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How fast can bobcats run? Nick Dal Bon  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
From my understand, they can run about 25-30 miles per hour. But that takes a lot of energy to 

run that fast, so I don't think they typically run that quickly unless they need to.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How long do bobcats live for? (meghan)  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Do bobcats live longer than cats that are pets (Soraya)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, Bobcats can live about 10-12 years in the wild. Domestic cats can live a bit longer. But 

remember, domestic animals that are kept indoors have A LOT less to worry about than 

wild animals. Pets are given food daily, and are kept safe from other animals. Bobcats 

have to hunt for their own food and are not guaranteed safety.  

 

Comment: 
Hi! Peeking in to say hello to Mrs. Harris class, and CN and to RRR! Will scroll back to read 

class discussion now  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Does the bobcat have any predators? If they do what are they? (Melanie)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There is not really any natural predators to Bobcats. They are pretty fierce animals!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How sharp are the Bob Cats teeth and claws? (Lauren)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Very sharp!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Why do birds take baths-(vladimir)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Same reasons that you and I take baths or showers: to get clean! Or to cool off if it's warm out.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Is it legally to have a bobcat cat mix as a pet? sort of like a mix dog? example;bulldog+doberman 

mix. (Ron)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bobcats are WILD animals, so you cannot keep them as pets. Bobcat isn't like a breed of cat 

(like a bulldog or Doberman is a breed of dog). They are different species.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How do people at the wildlife center handle animals that can hurt humans such as the bob cat or 

eagle with their teeth, talons, or claws? (Dan)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good question! We are SUPER careful. We only handle the animals when we absolutely need to 

handle them, and if they have sharp claws or teeth, we wear gloves and protective wear. 
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In some cases, we will give them medication to make them sleep, so we can safely move 

them or examine them.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How did you find the Tundra Swan if it lives in the Tundra? Was it migrating through Virginia? 

(Lauren)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Someone found the Tundra Swan on the side of the road. It was likely wintering with a larger 

flock of swans in Virginia.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
How many feathers does the Tundra Swan have? (Lauren)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
A researcher once counted the feathers of a Tundra Swan and counted somewhere around 25,000 

feathers. That's quite a lot of feathers!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Are all swans white? (Soraya)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No, there are lots of different species of Swans all over the world. They vary in color, from 

shades of white, gray, black...even black and white!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
What do Tundra Swans eat? - Mackenzie  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Tundra swans are omnivores, so they will eat things like fish, shellfish and plants.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
Is the bear still there, if it is how do they mate and if it mates how could it mate with its injury 

what happened to the bear was it to severe what was its name and how old was it (Brett)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The adult bear we currently have was not injured. He was removed from a middle school campus 

(not a great place for a bear to hang out!) and because they tranquilized him, he had drugs 

in his blood which would remain there for several weeks. Because there is a bear hunt in 

Virginia, we had to keep him out of the wild until the drugs were out of his system. If a 

hunter shot the bear and ate the meat, he could get sick from the drugs in the bear's 

system.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:  
What does a bear eat? daniela  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bears are omnivores. They will eat lots of berries and nuts and fish and rodents and garbage (not 

a good idea for the bear!) and anything that is convenient for him to eat.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:   

How long does the tundra swan live?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I believe a Tundra Swan can live up to 20 years in the wild.  

 

Comment: 
Buddy's really enjoying his tub. I can't believe he almost lies down in it!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:   

How rare does the bald eagle or any animal takes a bath? -Rithika  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, Buddy seems to really enjoy taking baths. I'm not sure how often they would bathe in the 

wild. But I imagine frequently enough to keep themselves somewhat clean!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:   

Thank you so much Raina for the wonderful session! My students LOVE to spend time here! 

Time for us to go to lunch! Where is everyone from today?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bye Mrs. Harris's class! I hope you all learned a lot. Happy Holidays :)  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas Mrs. Harris and class. Great questions today. Hope you all have a wonderful 

holiday and we'll see you next year. New Jersey here!!!!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes...EXCELLENT questions.  

 

Comment: 
Thanks for all the great questions class. Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas.  

 

Comment: 
Laughlintown, PA here!!  

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Harris’s class - I'm from Akron, OH  

 

Comment: 
Great questions Mrs. Harris's class! Merry Christmas to you all! Kingwood Tx here!  
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Comment: 
Happy holidays from southern Maine  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas Mrs. Harris and class. Great classroom chat today.  

 

Congowings:  

Bye Mrs. Harris and students! Have a nice holiday.  

 

Comment: 
Great questions, class. Thanks for asking them - we all get to learn right along with you. From 

Suffolk, VA but currently in Canandaigua, NY visiting family.  

 

Comment: 
Illinois! Suburb of Chicago  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas to Mrs. Harris and her class! Great questions! Have a wonderful holiday!!!  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas to Mrs. Harris' class from Nebraska!  

 

Comment: 
Bye Class and happy holidays from Southwest Virginia  

 

Comment: 
Happy Holidays class. Virginia Beach, VA here  

 

Comment: 
South central PA here  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas from Michigan  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas and Happy New to Mrs. Harris class!  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas, class, from Mitchell, South Dakota!  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas from New Hampshire  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You had company from all over the US, Mrs. Harris' class! Thank you all for joining us.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:   

Guess what we've been getting in the mail all week? CHRISTMAS CARDS!!! Thank you all SO 

MUCH!!!! The kids are THRILLED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's so exciting!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Which card came to you from the farthest state?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:   

So far the farthest would be Alberta, Canada!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Wow, that's so cool. Well, I hope you have a great holiday season and enjoy your time off!  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas from Virginia!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class:   

Yikes! I'm late for lunch duty....got to run so I don't get in trouble!!! LOL  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:)  

 

Comment: 
Our kids would like to know if all the metal in the bobcat's leg be stable and efficient even as he 

grows up?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Caleb and kids - from what I understand, the metal should keep his leg stable, even as he grows. 

That's a great question though, and I will talk to our vets later to see if I can get a more 

detailed answer for you all.  

 

Comment: 
GM Raina - How did your session go with Ruby yesterday?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ruby was great yesterday. I know some people were confused about why I was the one feeding 

her, instead of the rehab staff. But Amanda and I have been feeding Ruby for over a 

month now out in her enclosure as part of her training. We're trying to make her the best 

that she can be!  

 

Comment: 
Thank you, Raina! This question has concerned the kids ever since the cat's surgery. Any info 

would be so appreciated!  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No problem!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, on that note. I'm going to jump off and do some other work. Thanks again, everyone, for 

joining us for the Cam in the Classroom session today. Don't forget, Amanda has a 

session tomorrow at 1:00 pm with Mrs. Joyce's class!  

 

Comment: 
Thanks Raina .... very busy week at WCV!!  

 

 

 


