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December 17, 2012 

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Merry Christmas everyone!  

 

Comment: 

Our 19 special needs kids waving to Mrs. Hills and her club! So glad to share this after noon 

with you!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We have been looking at current patients and checking out the Tundra swan.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh, yes. The Tundra Swan is a really interesting patient.  

 

Comment: 

Merry Christmas to you and the club Mrs. Hill!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We were researching how one could confuse a domestic goose and the swan and we agree that 

the young swan does look rather like a young goose  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, they do look somewhat similar, especially when they are young.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Also, we don't typically see them here, so it was a bit of a surprise!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
How is the goose this week?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The swan's status has pretty much remained the same.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Still in a body wrap, The vets will do radiographs at the end of the month (December 27th) to 

check how the swan is healing.  
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Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
It is interesting that one is in the Mountains there since they like coastal waters and sleep in the 

water.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Correct. It's a bit unusual to find a Tundra Swan in the mountainous areas of Virginia!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
What is in Buddy's ball that has him so interested and maybe a little frustrated?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
So he is doing OK then as far as the vets and rehab staff can tell.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The swan has stayed pretty much the same. Not much change one way or the other. After 

radiographs later in the month, hopefully we'll have a better idea of how the bird is 

healing.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And Buddy has a treat in his Kong. Probably a rat or mouse.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It is his enrichment for the day. The rehab staff provides the education birds with "games" and 

activities to entertain and challenge them. Tonight, Buddy has to work for his food.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We have two red-tailed hawks that frequent our campus, How much do they likely weigh?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good question! The females will typically be larger than the males. They can weigh from about 

700-1300 grams.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Our Red-tailed Hawk, Ruby, weighs in at the top end of that scale. She's close to 1300 grams. 

Which is expected, since she is a female.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
You answered our next question.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm jumping the gun! :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We have enjoyed watching Buddy as one of our two adopted critters. How are Chayton's feet?  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm so glad you're able to watch Buddy now! He is pretty entertaining to watch. And the camera 

allows us to really get up close.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And Chayton is doing well. He is no longer in ball bandages ( the funny bandages that were 

wrapped around his feet like balls, making him very wobbly). He was in regular bandages 

for a while called "ID" bandages, and they wrapped around this toes on both feet. Now, 

he just has a bandage on his left foot!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Has Chayton become friendlier since he has been inside so much lately?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I think he's definitely become more accustomed to "people activities". Noises and movement 

don't startle him much. He's very close to the fax machine, so lots of people walk past 

him several times a day.  

 

Comment: 

I looked up for the metric challenged: 1300 grams is just a few oz under 3 lbs.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Thank you, Lisa. So Ruby weighs just under 3 lbs. Which explains why my arm sometimes gets 

tried when I'm holding her on my glove!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Amanda posted pictures for us about 3 weeks ago showing his ball bandages and said he should 

be out of them by Christmas  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And he is! He looks much better with the small bandages. He can also eat whole food again. 

With the ball bandages, he lost the use of his feet...a very important tool for eating when 

you're a Peregrine Falcon. Now that he has his talons back in use, he is getting whole 

chicks and quail again instead of chopped food.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
When they release the bear tomorrow, where will he be released?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, he came from Halifax County. But it is up to the Virginia Department of Game and Inland 

Fisheries where the bear will be released.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Virginia has a Bear Biologist, and the Wildlife Center will have little to do with the release.  
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Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Will his release be video taped? We enjoyed watching the release of the 6 bears.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Unfortunately, it probably will not be taped. But watching the bear release from this summer was 

definitely a treat.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
How old is the little barn owl?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The young Barn Owl is likely just about 2 months old. He is starting to fly, and based on that we 

can estimate his age.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Why do you have a raccoon picture as your avatar?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh, I just thought it was a great picture! I think Raccoons are pretty neat.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
In his picture he is very fuzzy, but Mrs. Hill tells us he is flying pretty well now.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, the Barn Owl is starting to really FLY. Which is very fun to watch.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Have you all had the chance to watch the Barn Owls?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We have not had the opportunity in club to see them.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Who is your favorite education animal?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It changes every day, I think. Today I'm really liking Gus the Barred Owl. He came on a program 

with me today at an elementary school. He helped me to teach the kids about owls in 

Virginia.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Mrs. Hill watches them sometimes, but in club we have watched Buddy, the bear cub and the 

adult bear, and a hawk.  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ah, I see. Well the bears are always really interesting to watch. We really don't get many chances 

to (safely) watch them in the wild!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We have spent most of our time learning about the different animals we see around our 

community and we have planted trees and learned to take care of them.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's really wonderful. What types of animals are native in your area?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And bonus points if you define "native"!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We have looked at many of the song birds around here like Jays, Cardinals, Mockingbirds, Cedar 

Wax-wings, Red Headed Wood Peckers, Carolina wrens,  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Gray squirrels, gray foxes  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Native is from our local area  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Correct! And song birds are great to observe in the wild. Do you have a bird feeder near the 

school that can attract the birds, so you can watch them in action?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Finches, both purple and house, house sparrows, chipping sparrows, hawks of course  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We have spent rainy days doing research on birds to attract to our feeder.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We do have a feeder, but we have a mouse problem in the school so it had to be well away from 

the building and we are having a hard time getting many to watch  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Do you have Canada Geese on your campus year round?  

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
Do you have any foxes there?  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We have one non-releasable fox. But no other fox patients.  

 

Comment: 

Are Canada geese native?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They are!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
It is time for us to go home. Thank you for your time! Merry Christmas! We will see you in the 

new year!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Merry Christmas Mrs. Hill and students! Have a great holiday and enjoy your time off!  

 

Comment: 

Happy Holidays from our kids to yours! Thanks for a wonderful session, we learned a LOT!  

 

Comment: 

I was thinking Mrs. Hill and club need a pet falcon for the building mouse problem...  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Or a snake. :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
We do have Canada Geese on campus year round. They annoy the football team in the fall  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
They leave presents all over the football field and eat the grass so it isn't even  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Canada Geese poop A LOT! I can see why that would be annoying.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
WE have two Red Tailed Hawks, but they aren't allowed in the 8th grade wing!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
But they would be super useful with the rodent problem.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
A pet falcon or snake might be when the students aren't here! :)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:)  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, wherever there are mice...there is probably a snake or hawk or falcon that knows about it 

anyway. Though, getting past security at a school might be a problem for the raptors!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
When the kids are out all summer they sit on the patio overlooking the football field and hunt, 

but once the students arrive the building is too active and they stop and the mice take 

advantage!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ahh, I see. Sneaky mice.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
IN the spring semester we will have a raptor center near here bring two of their education 

animals to the school to talk to our club and my entire 7th grade team.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That is awesome! You'll get to see some raptors up close. Do you know what types they will 

bring? Hopefully a Red-tailed Hawk. They are really impressive birds.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
The patio is just off the Media Center/Library so kids in and out all day long but no one in the 

summer and the railing is perfect to stand and watch through the shrubs for mice and they 

are VERY good at getting them even in the bushes and shrubs  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's so fun to watch!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
I am hoping a Red Tail and an Owl.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club:   
They have three different owls, a screech owl, a barn owl and a barred owl and a red tailed hawk 

and a broad winged hawk I think. She has two hawks anyway.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
A Barn Owl would be great!  

 

Comment: 

It scared the principal the first time she saw one land there, She is learning!  

 

Comment: 

Thank You for your time today Raina! Great session, time for me to go home. Kids are all 

checked out and I am back at my desk. They will both be checking here this evening, 

hoping to see the Barn Owls!  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Thank you so much! It was great spending time with you and the kids. Great questions today.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm heading outside to feed Ruby now! See you all later...  


