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December 17, 2012 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
Okay, I think we're set. I am borrowing another teacher's computer.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wonderful!  

 

Comment: 
Heya, Mrs. M and class! Our 19 special needs kids waving at you all and eager to learn from 

your students! We LOVE our Pignoli and Papa G'Ho also!  

 

Comment: 
Good Morning Mrs. Matheson and kids  

 

Comment: 
Good Morning EN/CN, WCV and Mrs. Matheson class. Glad I made it time for class.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
We have just a few questions about Pignoli.  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
First, how is his diet coming along?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well ... he's definitely on a diet (less food) and also is on a little bit of an exercise plan (just 

stepping up on the glove and flapping a little) ... but ... so far he hasn't really lost weight!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He lost 5 grams, and then a few days later, gained it back!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
We saw a spectacle owl a few weeks ago and the lady said that it took three years to train him. 

How long did it take to train Pignoli?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don't remember the education team training Pignoli back in 2003/2004, but in general, it seems 

like screech-owls don't take a huge amount of time to train ... probably several months? I 

think he was being used in 2004!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's just a matter of getting him used to people, and stepping up on the glove. Owls can be a little 

tricky, since they are a little less food motivated than the hawks!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
We can relate to that!  

 

Comment: 
Funny, I'm having that same problem in losing weight--maybe I need to step up on the glove 

more frequently!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
Okay, a question came up about Buddy - How can he turn his neck like that? (Congo, care to 

answer?)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yeah Congo, care to answer ??  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Raptors have more vertebrae in their necks than we do -- which allows them to be much more 

flexible than us!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Buddy is certainly showing that off right now, isn't he ?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
Yes, he certainly is!  
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Comment: 
Does Pignoli lose all his feathers when he molts, our kids ask  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Not all of them -- but a good many on his head!  

 

 
 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
That's really all we wanted to know - except, may we take a 'tour' of WCV?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, definitely!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So ... first is Buddy's enclosure, of course ... He has a couple of big swinging perches in his 

enclosure.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He often eats on this A-frame perch.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And that back room, behind him, is where he gets weighed, and also where he hangs out during 

enclosure cleaning.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He also has this nice tub ...  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And his "mailbox" perch off to the left.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Outside of Buddy's enclosure ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have Buddy's benches ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And next door ... his neighbor, Buttercup!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There she is!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If we zoom out, we can see the grounds of the WCV. So this view is looking over top of 

Buttercup's enclosure, and Junior's old enclosure.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The building is to the left.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have a couple of sheds out back, so you can't see much of the building.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
To the right is "up the hill" -- where all of the patient enclosures are.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You can see the big big pen in the distance -- the A3 pen. Good for eagles, but also good for 

smaller birds too!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The older-looking enclosure just in front of that is FP1-3. Flight pens 1, 2, and 3.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If we move to the right a little, you can see the C-pens -- the set of intermediate-sized enclosures 

for raptors.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nearly blending in with the trees, you can see the B-pens.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This is where we house our patient screech-owls and kestrels.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The pole of Buddy's enclosure is a bit in the way, but you can see part of the new aviary.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The aviary is where we house songbirds and some waterfowl.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then to the right of that ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have some mammal enclosures further up the hill ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then the Bear pen is up the hill behind Buddy's enclosure.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You can see the feeding chute on the outside of Bear Pen 1!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So that's taken us 360 degrees around Buddy's pen. And if we return to the education animal area  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
These enclosures may look familiar -- Pignoli and Alex's pen!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli lives on the left -- Alex lives on the right.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
To the right of their enclosure ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
... is Ruby's pen! Ruby is our Red-tailed Hawk.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And you can see her sitting there this morning.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just up the hill from Ruby, is Edie's enclosure ... Edie the American Kestrel.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then right beside Edie is Gustavo's enclosure.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And let me see if I can zoom in on this ...  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah yes. If you can read that ... it says "animal off-site on program". Raina is out this morning 

doing two programs. She must have Gus with her!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
With this angle, we can't really see the rest of the enclosures too well -- the ones to the right are 

where Quinn and Grayson live -- but you can only see the tops of their enclosures.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And that concludes the tour! I think we are seeing some of the vet staff volunteers/crew coming 

back in from rounds!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
My students are waving to the people walking by the camera!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
Areli was wondering if they had a 'playground'.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, I guess in someways, each bird lives in its own playground! But they don't really go to 

another spot to play.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
Any new pictures of PIgnoli?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don't have any brand new photos of Pignoli (in terms of ones that were taken in the past couple 

of weeks), but I do have one that wasn't published yet ...  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He's very feathery in this photo!  

 

Comment:  

Loved the picture of Pignoli molting. He definitely looks different when you compare the 

pictures.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think we do have another special photo though ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
So far we've gotten 17 Christmas cards from CN. We're keeping a tally chart (since we just 

learned about graphs)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's wonderful! A nice way to keep track of the U.S. ... and the world!  

 

Congowings:  

Amanda - may I post a photo that was sent to me - it is pretty special.  ;-) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, please!  

 

 
 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Those look familiar!  
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Congowings:  

They do. I happen to have a beautiful one on my tree too!  

 

Comment: 
Ha! Love the tree!  

 

Comment: 
Fabulous!  

 

Comment: 
What a beautiful tree and owl decorations!! :o)  

 

Comment: 
Nice tree! :-)  

 

Comment: 
What talent those students have!!!!  

 

Comment: 
Happy Holidays Mrs. Matheson and Class!  

 

Comment: 
Oh, what a great looking tree  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
They are so impressed to see their owls decorating katiesmom tree!  
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Comment: 
Mery Christmas to Mrs. Matheson and the kids - I love my ornamets and lots of folks have 

stopped at my office to ask about them. I tell them about the kids and show their photo 

which is right here on my desk!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson:  
Okay, we need to go. I need to return Mrs. Kane's laptop to her! Merry Christmas to everyone!!! 

We'll see you next year!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Merry Christmas to you! Thanks so much for the session this morning!  

 

Comment: 
GM Mrs. Matheson and class. Great class and tour this morning. Merry Christmas to one and all, 

and a Happy New Year also! Pignoli is one handsome dude, isn't he?  

 

Comment: 
What grade is Mrs. Matheson's class?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Third grade.  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas kids and Mrs. Matheson!!!  

 

Comment: 
Happy holidays to Caleb and Kids as well!  

 

Comment: 
Merry Christmas to you!  


