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April 12, 3013 

 

Congowings:  

Good morning Amanda and all. Looking forward to the students who will be visiting! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

According to Ms. Dibble, her eight students were divided into two groups for their wildlife 

research. One group chose the vulture to research and another group chose the black bear. 

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I figured I'd better change my outfit. 

 

 
 

 

Comment:  

You certainly are dressed for the occasion, Amanda.  

 

Comment: 

Ready and waiting, Amanda! GM!  

 

Comment: 

All our kids just got their wee teddy bears for today's class! Waiting patiently!  

 

Congowings:  

Well Amanda - someone needs to represent the 'other' side . . . 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh excellent. 

 

Comment: 

Kids love you CONGO!  

 

Congowings:  

Hi Caleb and students! Buttercup and I are waving! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Dibble, BMS:  
Good morning. Byrd Middle School is excited to talk with you.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Hello, and welcome! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We're so glad you guys are here this morning. Thanks for scheduling an online discussion! 

 

Congowings:  

Good morning Mrs. Dibble and students! 

 

Comment: 

Welcome, class! You're going to love it here :)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We have about 89 people "in attendance" this morning (watching your session) -- I imagine that 

number will grow as we get going! You guys can type in your questions whenever you 

are ready. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Dibble, BMS:  
Amanda, are you ready for our questions?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Ready! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Dibble, BMS:  
How does the Wildlife Center assist the animals?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We are a hospital for native wildlife -- we receive about 2,500 patients each year. Most of these 

animals are sick or injured (or orphaned) and we work hard on healing them and 

releasing them back to the wild! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

In many ways you can think of us like an emergency room -- but for wildlife, not humans! 

 

Comment from Donny,BMS:   
Do you have any bears there?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We do treat Black Bears here at the Wildlife Center -- and the number of Black Bears that we see 

here at the Center has increased in recent years. Last year we admitted 17 Black Bears – 

most of them were yearlings or cubs. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That is a screenshot from our Critter Cam from last summer -- when we had several bears all at 

once! 

 

Comment from Brittany, BMS:    
What do the black bears eat?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Black Bear diets can really vary with the seasons – it all depends on what’s available out there! 

Overall, they are considered to be omnivorous – they a variety of food, both plant and 

animal matter – and they are also opportunistic – so they’ll take whatever they can get! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

About 75% of a bear’s diet is made up of plant matter – leaves, roots, berries, acorns, etc. The 

other 25% is made up of insects, insect larvae, carrion, or maybe even occasionally small 

mammals. 

 

 

 
 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Big teeth ... can chew on a variety of things! 
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Comment from Michael BMS:   
How do you release it in the wild?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Once the bear is healed ... or is big enough to be on its own ... we have to sedate them before we 

load them for release! Definitely not like our other smaller patients in that regard! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Once they are sleepy, we can load them into a special bear transport carrier on the back of a 

truck. The state agency – the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries – has these 

special traps and they can do the transport to the release. On the ride … the bear wakes 

up, so that when they are at the release site and open the door … the bear runs off into the 

woods! 

 

 

 
 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That's from last summer as well -- a bigger transport container than usual because there were six 

bears in there! 

 

Comment from Brittany, BMS:    
How many black bears live in Virginia?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

According to the DGIF state bear biologist, about 17,000. 

 

Comment from jahmeel:  
How do you care for a black bear?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Very carefully! The adults can be quite large and dangerous – so we only work with them when 

they are sedated. Even the small yearlings can be quite a handful, so the vets will 

typically use a syringe attached to the end of a pole and will inject a medication into the 

bear’s muscle to make them to go sleep. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Once they’re asleep, we can quickly do anything we need to do – take x-rays of them, take blood 

samples, clean wounds, things like that. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Right now, we have a special Black Bear enclosure that is designed for injured adult bears – it’s 

made of concrete blocks, so they bears can’t break out of there! We also hope to build a 

new Black Bear facility later this year – that will be a very large, open enclosure in the 

woods for healthy young black bears. We’ll house them together there until they are old 

enough to be on their own and we can release them. 

 

Comment from jahmeel:  
cool  

 

 

 
 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That's a photo of the backside of our bear enclosure ... the den areas can be seen in this photo. 

 

Comment from Donny,BMS:   
How many teeth do they have?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

42 teeth! 

 

Comment from Deziree:  
Does the wildlife center have any vultures at this time? How many?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

The only vulture we have right now is our education Black Vulture, Buttercup (on Critter Cam 2 

... maybe you are watching him right now!) We just released a Turkey Vulture earlier this 

week – that bird came to us in March with a fractured wing. Maybe you can read more 

about that vulture after class: http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-

patients/turkey-vulture-13-0166 

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
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Comment from Deziree:  
yes thank you  

 

Comment from Francisco,BMS:  

Why are vultures bald?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Vultures don’t have any feathers on their heads because of their particular food preferences – 

they are scavengers, and they eat animals that are dead already! They’re sort of nature’s 

“clean up crew”. Sounds gross … but it’s an important job! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Since they will use their strong, hooked beaks to tear chunks of their food to swallow, they don’t 

have feathers on their heads so they can lean way into their food … say, if they’re 

sticking their head in a deer carcass. A feathery head would just get messy. 

 

 

 
 

 

Comment from Michael BMS: 

How can I help the animals?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

There are many simple things you can do to help wildlife -- a lot of it is just learning more about 

the wildlife that live around you, and allowing them to live their life in the wild! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We can try to reduce our impact on wildlife by not littering (which can attract animals to the 

litter), and knowing where to go for help if you find an injured animal. Talk to your 

parents and if you learn more together, you can get them to help too! Simple things like 

helping turtles safely cross the roads in the spring and summer time ... they are easy 

things for us to do, but make a big difference to the wild animals! 

 

Comment from Dmitry, BMS:   

What is the largest vulture?  

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Andean Condors are in the vulture family and they are incredibly large – wingspan of more than 

10 feet and can weigh up to 33 pounds! 

 

 

 
Andean Condors 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We don't have them in Virginia ... I have to say, that would be pretty intimidating to rehabilitate! 

 

Comment from Dmitry, BMS:   

Thank you  

 

Comment from Timmybms: 

What do vultures eat?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Dead stuff! They are carrion-eaters. Mammals … birds … and the Turkey Vulture has been 

known to eat other interesting things like insects, mussels, and shrimp! They are 

scavengers ... our "clean-up" crew! 

 

Comment from jahmeel:  

I knew that  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Good! 

 

Comment from Deziree:  
Do vultures get hurt a lot ?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I don’t know if I’d say “a lot”, but they do definitely get injured or sick. Last year we treated 31 

vultures (16 Black Vultures and 15 Turkey Vultures). So far this year we’ve admitted 8 

vultures. The causes of admission range from hit by car, to gunshot injuries, to lead 

poisoning … and one vulture somehow got stuck in a chimney! 

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

And very occasionally, we get baby vultures. Fortunately, we don't see them too often -- they can 

be quite difficult to care for! 

 

 

 
 

Nestling Black Vulture 

 

Comment from Dmitry, BMS:   

Thank you  

 

Comment from Deziree:  
Thank you and wow  

 

Comment from Deziree:  
That is sweet  

 

Comment from Donny, BMS:  

How many vultures in VA?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh, that's a hard question! Thousands and thousands ... they can flock together in very very large 

groups (sometimes hundreds at a time), and they are found throughout the state. 

 

Comment from Francisco, BMS:  

How did the vulture gets its name from?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Good question! The term vulture is believed to come from the Latin word “vellere”, which 

means to pluck, or to tear, or to demolish. Seems appropriate! 

 

Comment from jahmeel:  

How many black bears are born there  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We haven't had Black Bears born here -- while we have cared for adult bears before, we've never 

had a pregnant female bear in our care. Whew! I imagine that would be a handful to deal 

with! We have seen some pretty tiny cubs though. 

 

 
 

Julia Jones and Bear cub 

 

Comment from Dmitry, BMS:   

Is the vulture endangered species?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

The vultures that we have here in Virginia (Turkey and Black) are not endangered, but two types 

of condors are (both Andean and California). These birds have very slow reproduction 

rates – they only lay one egg every year or two. Their population numbers have declined 

due to loss of habitat, pesticides and poisonings, illegal egg collection, and lead 

poisoning. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Dibble, BMS:  
Why do people take their eggs? And where do they get lead poisoning?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Unfortunately, there is a market for some animal parts in other countries ... people will pay 

money for some eggs or parts that are thought to be beneficial in medicines for people. 

Not very nice for the animals though! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

As for the lead poisoning, it's a problem for many vultures – because they are a scavenger 

species, they often come across animals that have been hunted. Sometimes, when hunter 

cannot find their injured game … or they “field dress” the animal (leave the guts behind), 

small fragments of lead can be left behind in the animal as well. If the vulture (or other 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
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birds, like eagles) ingests the tiny lead fragments, they can get very very sick, and can die 

without treatment. 

 

Comment from Francisco, BMS:  

Where is the vulture from?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Well, there are two groups of vultures – the Old World Vultures, and the New World Vultures. 

Old World Vultures are found in Europe, Africa, and Asia. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

New World Vultures are the ones we have here in the States – (well, through North, Central, and 

South America). We have Turkey Vultures and Black Vultures in Virginia. The Old 

World and New World Vultures are actually not related, though they do have many 

similar adaptations. 

 

Comment From Donny, BMS:  

How big is the egg. And what is the weight?  

 

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

They are surprisingly small -- it seems hard to believe a vulture could hatch out of one! They are 

about 2 inches wide and three inches long ... and just a couple of ounces! 

 

Comment from Dmitry, BMS:   

How do the vulture gets it color?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That's a tough question! I'll have to look that up -- they are either black or dark brown 

(depending on species) ... I'm not quite sure why they are that color though. 

 

Comment from Deziree:  
How can I help the vultures?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

People who hunt regularly can very easily help vultures (and eagles and other raptors!) by using 

non-lead ammunition. So if you guys have family and friends who are hunters -- have 

them check out our website for more information. It's the lead that hurts the birds! 

 

Comment from Timmybms:  

Tell us about the vulture on Cam 2.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

The vulture on Cam 2 is Buttercup -- he is one of our education animals. He is non-releasable, so 

he stays here with us and helps us with programs. He is actually imprinted on people -- so 

that means he doesn't really understand he is a vulture. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That's because he grew up around people, rather than around his parents. So, he's not afraid of us, 

and is very interested in us ... rather than his own kind! 

 

Comment from Dmitry, BMS:   

Thank you so much, I was so much fun  

 

Comment from Donny,BMS:  

Thank you. For all these facts.  

 

Comment from Deziree:  
Thank you so much  

 

Comment from Francisco,BMS:  

Thank you  

 

Comment from jahmeel:  

Thank you  

 

Comment from Brittany, BMS:  

Thank you for your time  

 

Comment from Michael BMS:  

Thank you so much  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Thank you guys! I'm glad you could join us this morning, and these are great questions! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

There are 147 people online who also enjoyed the classroom session! 

 

Congowings:  

Bye Mrs. Dibble and students!  Great questions! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Dibble, BMS:  
That's our bell. The class has to go. Thank you so much for this experience.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Thank you! Hope to see you guys back again sometime! 
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Comment: 

Thank you kids from Byrd Middle School....great questions and please come back soon.  

 

Comment: 

Bye Class-very good questions!  

 

Comment: 

Good questions from the class......hope to see you again soon.  

 

Comment: 

We really enjoyed class with Ms. D's students! Our 19 special needs kids waving thank you and 

bye to those students AND to Miss Amanda for great information!  

 

Comment: 

Thank you, class! Those were some great questions. I always learn right along with you.  

 

Comment: 

Thank you Ms. Dibble and class for great questions.  

 

Comment: 

Great and fun session today. Wonderful questions class. Hope you will join us again real soon. 

Have a great weekend everyone. 

 

 

 

 


