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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning! 

 

Comment:  

Good morning class! 

 

Comment:  

woops...forgot my name 

 

Comment:  

Good Morning Mrs. Matheson's Class I can't wait to learn with you, and to see you stump Miss 

Amanda with your questions! The questions get harder each time :) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Okay, I think we're all set! Is Pignoli still losing weight? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, Pignoli is actually done losing weight -- she's now a slim 185 grams! The diet is over and 

she's returning to "regular" mouse portions. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
We were talking about when you take the ambassadors to a program. We were wondering how 

does Pignoli behave. What do your pets think about her? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I had to think hard if Pignoli has stayed at my house overnight -- and I don't think so! But Raina 

says she has been quiet and well-behaved when she's taken her home. 

 

We don't let our pets meet any wildlife we bring home. If I have a bird in the house for the night, 

it usually stays in the guest room, with the door shut tight! My pets have always been 

curious about the closed door -- but that's as far as it goes! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Raina says that Pignoli is always well-behaved! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Has she stayed in a hotel with you? 

Cam in the Classroom: 
Mrs. Matheson 

Desert Valley Elementary 

Bullhead City, Arizona  

 
 



Classroom: Mrs. Matheson 2 April 3, 2013 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope, not with me -- and I think Raina has just had her in her house overnight. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Of course we would pick a well behaved owl! lol 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'd say she probably gets the "best behaved" award for the education animals! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Eye question: What did you do with Pignoli and the black bear cub's eye when you took them 

out? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I asked Dr. Dana about this, and she said that most of the time, the eyes just end up in the trash 

on a piece of gauze. Normally the removed eyes are pretty damaged, so they are in rough 

shape ... and may not come out as one intact "eyeball" as we would think of. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
That was America and Alex's eyeball question. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Do you trim Pignoli's beak like Buddy's? Does it hurt. Does she like it? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do trim Pignoli's beak, just like we do Buddy's! The big differences are that we don't have to 

trim Pignoli's as often -- maybe just twice a year. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Also, the little dremel attachment that we use is much smaller! It doesn't hurt, it would feel the 

same as if someone was filing your fingernails with a dremel. But I don't think she likes it 

-- mostly because she doesn’t really like being restrained (to hold still!) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
She doesn't like to have her beautiful feathers mussed up. lol 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How big is Buddy? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm, I was hoping Dr. Dave would have an answer for me on this, but I don't think we have it 

yet! He and Raina discussed measuring Buddy's wingspan at some point. I'll let you know 

when they do that! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In terms of weight ... Buddy is about 3.0 kilograms, or 6.6 pounds. 
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How many talons does Buddy have? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Buddy has four talons on each foot. Three face to the front, and one faces toward the back. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Since Buddy is in school (just like us), does he get 'homework'? Also, does Dr. Dave give Buddy 

'write-ups' if he is bad? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, he doesn't really get homework or write-ups. He can't really "practice" his good behavior 

overnight, by himself -- so I guess the time he spends with Dr. Dave and Raina is what's 

really important! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How often do you take Buddy out of his enclosure? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Dr. Dave and Raina are getting Buddy out once or twice a day, depending on their schedules. 

[And Sunday is Buddy's day off]. When he's out, he's usually out for at least an hour or 

so. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Are golden eagles really gold? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, they're not really "gold" like we would think of a shiny gold coin or jewelry, but they do 

have some golden-colored feathers at the base of their head on the back of their necks. 

 
Junior, 1983 -- 2012. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
What is the difference between a hawk and falcon (our two junior high mascots) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In general, falcons are usually smaller, faster birds. Their wings are longer in proportion to their 

body than hawks are. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Falcons are really built for speed and catching and killing their food while "on the wing", while 

the slower hawks typically like to wait on a branch and find their food ... and then 

pounce! Falcons also have a special notch on their beak while hawks' beaks are smooth 

and curved. 

 

 
Notched beak on a Falcon. Can anyone identify? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
We've discovered a mourning dove on a nest in a tree on our campus, so we have some questions 

about this type of bird. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Fun! Mourning doves have a lot of interesting things going on ... 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How do you tell the difference between a male and female? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The males are just very, very slightly larger than the females ... but I don't really think you could 

tell from a distance! According to the Birds of North America online, "Adult male 

slightly more colorful than female, with pale rosy breast versus tannish in female. Male 

head has bluish crown and nape, female brownish." 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But BNA goes on to say that apparently people mess up identifying males and females all the 

time. So I guess it's hard to tell! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How long will it take the eggs to hatch? (we don't know when they were laid, but we're watching 

to see when they do - fingers crossed) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
About 14 days after the eggs are laid. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then ... 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You might see ... 

 

 
Mourning Dove squab 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Who takes care of the babies if both parents go eat? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No one -- they'll just hang out and wait for mom and dad to eat! Mom and dad (both) will take 

turns brooding them (sitting on them to keep them warm) until the babies are 4 or 5 days 

old -- then they'll start spending a little more time away from them. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
It's going to be hard to tell which is on the nest, basically all we can see is the head (the next is 

about 8 feet up in the crotch of the tree.) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sounds like it's hard unless you have two of them right in front of you -- so you can make all 

those comparisons! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
What do baby mourning doves eat? What do the grownups eat? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This is a good question! There are some really crazy and cool things about mourning doves (and 

pigeons too). BOTH parents feed their young "crop milk" -- something that they secrete 

from the cells of their crop. The crop milk is high in protein and fat -- and doesn't contain 

carbohydrates. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But ... as adults, they pretty much eat a ton of carbohydrates -- they are seed-eaters! The parents 

start to introduce seed into the baby doves' diets once they are several days old -- and 

then by the time they are ready to leave the nest, they are ready for a grown-up diet. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How long after the babies hatch before they fly? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
About two weeks after they hatch! 

 

 
Mourning Dove squab 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That little guy would be closer to fledgling (compared to the first dove photo), but still not quite 

yet! 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
A few students wanted to ask how Quinn and Edie are doing? (since they were the other two 

candidates) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They are doing well! Now that it is springtime, and more programs are on the calendar, I expect 

Raina will be taking them out a lot more. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Edie is of course our resident star of any "birds of prey" programs, since she's the only falcon we 

have here on the education team ... 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
We were learning how to read diagrams a few weeks ago and one was a bird skeleton (thanks 

Wings!). We were wondering if people have a caudal vertebrae? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do -- we have 3 to 5 vertebrae fused into a coccyx -- sometimes what we call our "tailbone". 
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Okay, last question; we received a really neat postcard from Oregon that mentioned a snowy owl 

. . . 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes! I have a decent photo ... thanks to Dr. Dave, anyway ... so when I was in Portland, OR 

for a conference, Dr. Dave and I met up with an old friend and we went to the coast -- to 

the beach! There were report of a couple of Snowy Owls in the area -- and sure enough, 

we saw one! 

 

 
Snowy Owl in Astoria, Oregon 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Oh my, I just realized, not one picture of Pignoli! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! Let me fix that ... 

 

 
Hello! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Did you hear the collective gasp of delight coming from the west - nice photo, Miss Amanda! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
My goodness, she certainly has her feathers fluffed up! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She may have been irritated at my super-zoom ... 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Okay, after making Pignoli larger, they noticed the nare, so they were wondering, "do owls get 

buggers?" 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! I don't think they do on a regular basis ... not that I've seen anyway! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Any guesses on species on that that falcon photo? Mrs. M's class, I think you have these guys out 

west in the winter-time ... 

 

 
 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How many joined us today? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have 200 people on this morning! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
And I'm going to sign off and let them type in greetings to CN. Thanks again, Miss Amanda, 

Pignoli, and everyone! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you guys! 

 

Comment from MADELINE:  

GOOD MORNING 

 

Comment from Jonathan:   

Good morning wildlife center and Pignoli 
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Comment from aseret mrs.matheson:  

Good morning 

 

Comment from julio:   

Good morning 

 

Comment from Mariano:   

Good morning 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Cooper's Hawk? I saw a Harrier a few weeks ago, but that was from the back. 

 

Comment:   

Is the notched beak falcon in the photo a peregrine falcon? Perhaps a young one? 

 

Comment from Yajir:  

Good morning 

 

Comment from pignoli:  

good moni 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli, I didn't know you were logged on! 

 

Comment from jesse:   

Good Morning 

 

Comment:   

Hello from South Carolina Mrs Matheson's class! 

 

Comment:  

Good morning class from Virginia Beach! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Duh! Teacher too busy typing to pay attention to the lesson - falcon not a hawk! geez 

 

Comment:  

Good MORNING from our 19 special needs kids! Waving HELLO! 

 

Comment:  

Good morning 

 

Comment:  

Hi class! I have to go back to work now but glad I was able to join you. Great questions! 
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Comment:  

Good Morning from NW Virginia Mrs. Matheson and the entire 3rd grade class. Great questions 

gang! 

 

Comment from America:   

Good morning miss Amanda 

 

Comment:  

Good morning, class! I enjoyed today's questions and answers. Thank you and have a great day. 

 

Comment:  

Good morning! Great questions this morning class ... I always learn something! 

 

Comment:  

Hi from Michigan 

 

Comment from jimmy miss Matheson’s class:  

Good morning 

 

Comment:  

Sure enjoyed the class. We are having nice weather down here on the Okefenokee Swamp! 

 

Comment:  

Pignoli, my first love! Hello classes, so nice to see you this a.m. 

 

Comment:  

Good Morning Class from Erie, PA 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Jesse is new - this way his first time for a cam in the class session. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Welcome, Jesse! 

 

Comment from Eduardo Mrs. Matheson’s class: 

Good morning 

 

Comment:  

Good Morning from Indiana. Super class. 

 

Comment from Eduardo Mrs. Matheson’s class: 

hi 

 

Comment from Daniela:   

Good morning mrs.amanda did you have a great breakfast because i had a great breakfast to 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks, I did have a great breakfast! 

 

Comment:  

OK Amanda, What kind of Falcon is it? Great questions class. I learned a lot! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And the answer is: 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A Merlin! 

 

Comment from Matheson Esther:  

Holo amanda and pignoli.Love Esther. 

 

Comment from Eduardo Mrs. Matheson’s class: 

How are u 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good! Hope you guys have a good week at school! 

 

Comment:  

Good morning class from sunny SC. Thanks for the questions. I will be looking at my doves a 

little closer to see if I can tell who is who! 

 

Comment from Eduardo Mrs. Matheson’s class: 

ok bye 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bye, class! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks for all the great questions! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Have a wonderful day, everyone - time for reading!! 

 


