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4:00  Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

Okay Ready! 
  

4:00  Comment From jtct   

Hello 
  

4:00 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   

Welcome onboard Dr. Monica. Can't wait to hear all about your 

past, present, and future.... 
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4:01  Comment From CarolinaGirl   

Hi Amanda. Is Dr. Monica ready for us?? 
  

4:01 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Ha, we'll see ... 

 

4:01 

 

MonicaWCV:  

Hi everyone! Thanks for joining us. I'm excited for this 

opportunity and to meet everyone! I hope I can answer 

any and all of your questions! 
 

4:01  Comment From Kathy in NM 🐦   

Hi Amanda, and a warm CN welcome to Dr. Monica! 
  

4:01  Comment From BarbG   

Hello Dr Monica 
  

4:01 

 

Congowings:  

Hello Dr. Monica. I would like to welcome you to the 

Wildlife Center of Virginia. I know you will enjoy your 

time at the Center. After all - the staff is the best!  
 

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Thank you so much! I haven't been here very long yet, but I 

know I will! 
 

4:02  Comment From Sweetpea   

Hi Dr Monica :) 
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4:02  Comment From jtct   

Just wanted to let you know, we are a spoiled bunch! 
  

4:02 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   

Welcome to WCV Dr. Monica, thank you for helping wildlife! I 

probably won't be here when you're on. 
  

4:02 

 

Comment From Izzy/Carrie   

Please hold for Dr. Monica's chat as I won't he here in person: Hi 

Dr. Monica welcome to the moderated discussion! What I was 

wondering is during your time at the center what are you most 

hoping to gain so that will influence your career going forward, 

and what do you hope to add to the knowledge base while you are 

here? :) So very great to "meet you" wishing you only the best 

during your time with us :) 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Hello! I would say I'm most excited to learn more about 

conservation as it's an issue I'd like to add to my knowledge 

base. I hope to gain a lot of experience in wildlife I don't have 

including surgical experience! 
 

4:03 

 

Comment From Sweetpea   

?? for Dr Monica- Welcome to WCV and the chat. Thank you for 

taking time to be with us. Have you had any interaction with the 

bear cubs?? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I haven't had much yet, but I expect to throughout my internship. 

I'm very much looking forward to it! 
 

4:05 

 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

Hi Dr. Monica, nice to "meet you". 3 important questions 1. When 

is your birthday (month/day)? 2. What is your shoe size? and 3. 

What is your favorite critter? 
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MonicaWCV:  

Nice to meet you too Lydia! My birthday is February 24th, my 

shoe size is 9, and my favorite critter at the center I would say 

are the screech owls. They are relatively easy to handle, and they 

have big personalities in such little packages. 
 

4:06 
 
Comment From SAH   

Hi Dr. Monica! Welcome to the moderated discussion and Critter 

Nation!! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Thank you! Happy to be here! 

 

4:06 
 
Comment From Lois   

Welcome Dr Monica, I love your avatar, is that your favorite 

critter? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Hi Lois, my avatar is a little clue to what my favorite critter is, 

haha! I really like screech owls! They have great personalities 

and I'm always happy to work with them. 
 

4:06 
 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

Thanks. I see your screech owl avitars. They are so cute. Lots of 

size 9's at WCV LOL 
  

4:06 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   

Hi Dr. Monica! How long have you been at WCV? Welcome to 

CN!! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Hello! I've actually been at WCV since last week. But I've been 

here before as a rehab extern and as a veterinary student. I'm so 

happy to be back at one of my favorite places! 
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4:09 
 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

PS: (don't worry Dr. Monica. That is the standard 3 questions for 

all new WCV staff and vets or vets to be) 
  

4:09 
 
Comment From Lois   

That is get that you made it back, not too much orientation for you 

then. 
  

4:09  Comment From Pat, NJ   

How long is your tenure going to be at WCV? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I'll be here for 1 year, Pat. 

 

4:09 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Here is Dr. Monica's blog post from when she was here 

as a rehab extern! http://wildlifecenter.org/b... 

 

4:10  Comment From BarbG   

where are you from and where did you go to school? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I'm from Arlington, VA originally. I went to both undergrad and 

vet school at Virginia Tech! 
 

4:11 
 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

Dr. Monica, what type of vet or in what setting do wish to work in 

the long term? Have you decided yet? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I hope to stay in wildlife or zoological medicine if possible. It's a 

tough field to get established in. 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/blog/animals-everywhere-my-externship-experience
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4:12  Comment From Melinda in NC   

VT! A great college! 
  

4:12 

 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

Buttercup is so fun. I am glad you like him too. When I was at the 

center last we played peek a boo and then he wanted to play 

stones. He was throwing me stones form his slat over and over. 

Never knew he did that 
  

4:12 

 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

oh, thanks for the blog link. Now I see you want to be a Zoo vet. I 

think working in a good natural habitat type zoo would be 

interesting 
  

4:13  Comment From Jakermo🐻🦅   

OH, I just saw Dr Monica's name. IS she the new Dr Peach? 
  

4:13 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Sorta! Remember, Dr. Peach is staying on, but in a new 

role at the Center. So Dr. Monica is our new one-year 

veterinary intern! (like Dr. Peach was, and Dr. Dana 

before her, and Dr. Adam, and Dr. Other Dana, etc) 
 

4:15  Comment From jtct   

Those are big shoes to fill, good thing she wears a size 9! 
  

4:15 
 
Comment From Jakermo🐻🦅   

LOL, AA, yes, I remember them all. Well, Dr Monica, we have 

something in common. I love EASO's.....Alex being my favorite. 
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4:15  Comment From jtct   

What zoo do you think you'd like to work at some day? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I'm not too picky since jobs are so few and far between. Ideally, 

the National Zoo since it's so close to home, but I'd be willing to 

go anywhere! 
 

4:18 

 

Comment From 🦅 🐻 🦅 dancelady ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   

In all the different aspects of your work so far, what was the 

hardest thing to bear -- an animal that died after much work, a 

very odd strain of virus or bacteria that required a lot of study, or 

a human that was too funny to bear... like some of the persons at 

WCV? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I'd have to say any animal that is so sick that can't be saved. It's 

unfortunate, but there are some situations that can't be helped, 

and that's always heartbreaking no matter how many times I go 

through it. 
 

4:18  Comment From jtct   

Lions , tigers and bears? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Tigers!! 

 

4:19 
 
Comment From Lois   

LOL, since you have had some time at WCV in the past, were you 

surprised to see that Dr Dave is no longer there? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

When I interviewed for the position, I was made aware of this 

development. He's done so much for this center and I was 

honored to work with him in the past. 
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4:20 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   

Welcome, Dr. Monica. Which patient has been the most 

interesting to you so far? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I won't get into specific patients, but I enjoy working with the 

black bears and raptors! 
 

4:21 

 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

Have you assisted in wildlife surgeries yet? Maybe we will see 

you an surgery cam at some point. I imagine you will be doing 

them solo at some point in your internship? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I haven't had the opportunity here yet, but I expect to! I look 

forward to being able to do some surgical procedures unassisted 

at some point in the future! 
 

4:21 
 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

I think it would be fun to work with the pandas at the National 

Zoo! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I do too! 

 

4:22  Comment From CarolinaGirl   

Have you met Greenbean? I just love Greenbean! So cute! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I have! I love the name too! 
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4:22  Comment From Jakermo🐻🦅   

Have you heard about Hospital Cam? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I have! I think it's a great way to bring you all into the hospital to 

see what we do! 
 

4:22 
 
Comment From jtct   

Dr. Monica-it's nice to meet you. Good luck here at the WCV ! I 

have to go now. Have a great day/ evening! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

You as well! Thank you very much, and take care! 

 

4:23 
 
Comment From Jakermo🐻🦅   

Well, you just haven't spent much time observing our Cubbies!! 

Then you will truly fall in love with Bears! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I definitely look forward to it! 

 

4:25 
 
Comment From Elaine VB VA   

What have you been doing from the time you left WCV earlier 

until your return? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

The first 2 times I was here, I was still in veterinary school! 

Since graduating, I completed a small animal rotating internship 

up in Gaithersburg, MD at VCA Veterinary Referral Associates. 
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4:26 
 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

Good choice. Love the bears! The falcons must be great to work 

with (I am sure you know Maggie is AA's fav girl?) 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

They are! And I do know how much Amanda loves Maggie! 

 

4:26 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

(Literally JUST talking about this) 

 

4:26 
 
Comment From cwerb 🐻 x about 9 cubbies ?   

Welcome Dr. Monica! that is a lovely name. And I don't just feel 

that way because it's my middle name. Good to see you here. 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Thank you! When I was a kid, I liked my middle name better 

(Victoria) and wanted that to be my first name. But I like my 

name now, haha! 
 

4:29 
 
Comment From Jackie in VA   

Welcome Dr. Monica! I look forward to seeing you on Hospital 

Cam! 
  

4:29 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We are winding down to the end of questions ... any 

others for Dr. Monica? 

 

4:29  Comment From Guest   

did you always want to be a vet? 
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MonicaWCV:  

I have always wanted to be a veterinarian, but it wasn't until I 

started working in a veterinary clinic that I solidified this. I 

found that I could help animals in the best way by taking this 

route. I have always wanted to end up in a wildlife or zoological 

setting and that's why I'm here at the Wildlife Center of Virginia. 
 

4:29 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   

Have you met the opossum ambassadors yet? All three are 

delightful, but I have a special spot in my heart for Phebe. 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I have! They are all wonderful, and Phebe is such a sweetheart. 

 

4:30 

 

Comment From Jakermo🐻🦅   

That cwerb is a Stitch! I look forward to seeing you on Hospital 

Cam, reading your blog, and hopefully being there some time to 

meet you in person! 
  

4:30 

 

Comment From Kar from PA   

Welcome, Dr. Monica -- We Critter Nation folks are quite an 

interesting -- at times wild -- gang! We all love WCV and our 

Mods, so you will be surrounded by CN love while you are at 

WCV. 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Aw, I really appreciate that! Thanks so much! 

 

4:30 
 
Comment From Melinda in NC   

welcome back to WCV, Dr. Monica! Look forward to seeing you 

on cam! I must go. Have an appt to keep. 
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MonicaWCV:  

Thanks for joining Melinda! 

 

4:33 
 
Comment From Lois   

Do you sometimes wish the critters could talk and tell you what is 

wrong? 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Hahaha, at times yes! It would make my job much easier. It's a 

little bit of a puzzle I have to solve though and I always liked 

brain teasers growing up :) 
 

4:33  Comment From dj   

Welcome Dr. Monica! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Thank you! 

 

4:34 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh, I have a question. What food holiday will you most 

look forward to: Chili Day, Salsa Day, Cupcake Day, 

Mac and Cheese Day, or Fudge Day? 
 

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

That's hard to pick just one! But I think I did a double take when 

I read Mac and Cheese day, so I'll go with that one. 
 

4:35 

 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

What is the license plate someone hat WCV has? You may need 

one Dr. Monica> I think it is something like "Real vets treat more 

than one species" 
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MonicaWCV:  

I actually have a shirt that says that! I got it at vet school. 

 

4:36 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh we're having a Dr. Ernesto distraction ... he's 

showing off his slippers that he got ... 

 

4:37 

 

Comment From 🦅 🐻 🦅 dancelady ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   

This isn't in your vet education, but at WCV you must COOK, 

especially cookies, cake, brownies, and chili. If you are a fine 

cook, you will have more fun and probably get more companions 

right away! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I have a nice recipe for sloppy joe shepherd's pie 

 

4:37 
 
Comment From Mary E in NC   

Welcome Dr. Monica - so glad to "meet" you! So glad you came 

back - I know you'll have a wonderful time at WCV! 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Thank you very much! 

 

4:38 

 

Comment From Pat, NJ   

Thank you CN for all of your great questions, and thank you to 

Dr. Monica for taking the time to answer them. We look forward 

to a great year of your internship. 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Of course! Thank you 
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4:38 
 
Comment From Lois   

Welcome back Dr Monica and look forward to meeting you at the 

annual Gala. 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I look forward to it as well! Thank you! 

 

4:38 

 

Comment From Elaine VB VA   

It was nice being on the chat with you today, Dr. Monica. 

Looking forward to meeting you in person soon. Enjoy the rest of 

the evening. 
  

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

Thank you very much Elaine! Take care 

 

4:40 

 

Comment From BarbB in nj   

Welcome back to WCV and thank you AA for officially 

introducing Dr Monica to us. We look forward to watching you 

'grow' during your time at WCV. 
  

4:40  Comment From Pat, NJ   

Now I want some mac and cheese to go with my pecan pie. 
  

4:40 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   

Thanks for being here Dr. Monica! Look forward to seeing you on 

Hospital Cam and visiting with you again sometime. 
  

4:40  Comment From Jakermo🐻🦅   

Thank you Amanda AND of course our new Dr MOnica!! 
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4:40  Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

oh oh...he has fashion designer slippers. 
  

4:40 
 
Comment From Pat in WI   

I've enjoyed meeting you today. Have a rewarding and successful 

year at WVC! 
  

4:40 
 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

A few vegetarians at WCV too. Always need some vegetarian 

things LOL 
  

4:40 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   

SLOPPY JOE SHEPHERD's PIE? You must share that receipe 

with us. 
  

4:40 

 

Comment From Kathy in NM 🐦   

Dr. Monica, thank you for spending some time with CN today. It's 

wonderful that you're back at WCV, and I'm looking forward to 

seeing you on Hospital Cam! 
  

4:40 

 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia   

Thank you and Amanda for taking time to visit with us on the 

discussion. I look forward to seeing you in action on Hospital 

Cam. Enjoy your time at WCV. 
  

4:43 

 

Comment From 🦅 🐻 🦅 dancelady ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   

If you could choose to take a vacation anywhere in the world, 

where would you go? What would you go to see -- like Galapagos 

reef, Africa, high mountains, Hawaii and islands -- give us a 

clue.... 
  



Special Guest: Dr. Monica    
 

  

 

MonicaWCV:  

I would love to go to Ecuador one day. My dad is from Ecuador 

and my dream would be to visit the Galapagos! Also, Ireland 

since I have heritage there too :) 
 

4:43 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I think that concludes our questions for Dr. Monica! 

Thanks so much everyone for joining us today! Tune in 

to Hospital Cam later this month to see Dr. Monica in 

action (date TBD). 
 

4:43  Comment From BarbG   

Have a great time at WCV 
  

4:43 
 
Comment From Sweetpea   

Thank you Dr Monica for spending time on the chat this 

afternoon. Looking forward to seeing you on the hospital cam. 
  

4:44 

 

MonicaWCV:  

Thank you all for the great questions! I've enjoyed 

answering them and I appreciate all of the well wishes 

too. Hope everyone has a great evening! 
 

4:45  Comment From 🦅 🐻 🦅 dancelady ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   

Very excellent session, Dr. Monica! 
  

5:10  Comment From gma Nancy western Pa   

Just did a lot of reading back - Welcome Dr. Monica 
  

5:10  Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ •ᴥ•ʔ   

Wishing all a great evening. Thanks for the "meet and greet" 
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