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Wildlife Center Moderated Discussion: 
An Online Chat with Dr. Ernesto 

 
 

 

             Thursday, December 13, 2016 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay, here we go! Please welcome Dr. Ernesto! 
 

 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
I just sent mine (Questions) had it ready to go. LOL 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
I've been looking forward to this since it was announced. Thanks in advance, AA and Dr. 
Ernesto! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Good afternoon Dr. Ernesto. Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to spend it 
with us. 
 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada   
Welcome Dr. Ernesto! 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
HI DR E!! 
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Dr. Ernesto:  
Good afternoon everybody. Thanks for spending some time with me and the rest of 
WCV staff 

 
 
Comment From Guest   
Dr E- 
 
Comment From Katie,MN   
Yay Ernesto! 
 

Dr. Ernesto:  
Hi Katie 
 

 
Comment From Sweetpea   
Welcome Dr Ernesto 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl   
Good afternoon Dr. Ernesto. Thanks for being here and thank you for all of the miracles you 
have performed this year. 
 
Comment From Katie,MN   
:) 
 

Comment From Kathy in NM ♥   
Hi Dr. Ernesto! 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
We are so happy to be able to visit with you!! You are quite a star. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Hey Dr. Ernesto. So happy to have you at WCV. I sent in my questions already... CN will know 
what they are 
 
 

Congowings:  
Hello Dr. Ernesto. You sure hit the ground running when you returned to the Wildlife 
Center. The Center is lucky to have you back. AND - enjoyed seeing you at the Gala. 

Someone talented sure gave you a great face painting. :) 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm excited that Dr. Ernesto is coming on the discussion today! Mainly because, it means 
I get a break from guarding my stash of holiday treats on my desk. He periodically comes 

by and steals my candy ... and I swear he was eyeing my monkey slippers, too ... 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm sure he's jealous of the slippers ... though maybe not that they are monkeys ...   
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Awww, does he need slippers? 
 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl   
LOL Raina. 
 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Pay Lacy to protect your snacks, Raina. 
 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Do they make snake slippers? 
 
 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA   
***Dr Ernesto - sorry I cannot be here during your chat but wanted to let you know how 
excited I was to meet you at the Gala. Thank you for all you do for wildlife to safe them. Have 
you always wanted to take care of and save wildlife or did you have a different major during 
college at first? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
I was always interested in wildlife since I was a kid. I didn't do a major in anything related with 
wildlife before my veterinary degree. But something I did was studying in Medical School (yes 
humans) for 3 years. And I have been a paramedic for 13 years. I quit human medicine, because 
my passion was always the animals 
 
Comment From Carol in Colorado   
Welcome Dr. Ernesto 
 
Comment From Izzy/Carrie   
Please hold for Dr. Ernesto: Hi Dr. Ernesto first off let me say I think you are SO COOL! I was 
totally in awe of the golf ball you showed us on our tour after the Gala, and your amazing 
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costume at the Gala! My question is: Is there something in veterinary medicine that you are 
working towards shaping or changing during the course of your career? Thanks for all that you 
do your dedication and compassion is outstanding! 
 
 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
It was nice to meet you too at the Gala. Since I was a veterinary student I always focus my 
career and professional training in wildlife and zoo medicine. My time in WCV will allow me to 
combine wildlife medicine and zoo medicine, with a concept that is called "One Health". One 
Health means to take care of the health of the environment, the animals, and the humans. Now 
I'm really interested into doing research of different diseases and social problems that affect 
human and animal health (mainly interactions between humans and wildlife). Thanks for your 
support 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   
Phew! Just getting here. Hi Dr Ernesto and welcome to CN! 
 
Comment From BarbG   
Coming in late-Hi Dr Ernesto 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
That one health option sounds awesome. 
 
Comment From Carol in Colorado   
What a great area of research. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If you want to learn more, Dr. Peach wrote a great blog post about One Health 
Day.  http://wildlifecenter.org/blog/celebrating-one-health-day 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She was VERY excited. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Some might call them the Dream Team ...   
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
(some of them might be named Peach and Ernesto too) 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
That's a great blog entry that explains One Health quite well. Dr. Peach did a terrific job. 
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Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Thank you Dr Ernesto for everything you do to help wildlife! What has been your most 
rewarding accomplishment at WCV so far? 
 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Hi Dave. There has been many. but I think I can summarized it in 3. First treating hundreds of 
different species with high standards of veterinary care. I feel so proud of me and other 
colleagues, because we can apply all our veterinary knowledge in hundreds of wildlife species. 
(that is something that dog and cats or large animal vets cannot do). Second I have met 
wonderful people and coworkers that we all work to save and care for wildlife. Everybody has a 
different role, but every role is important. Finally the best rewarding is to know that I'm making 
a difference in the present and for the future to protect and preserve our environment all 
around the world. Every animal we admit or save give us important information of the 
environment, and we can use that information to make a difference now and in the future 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
The Dream Team. I like that name 
 
 
Comment From David in VA   
Dr. E, Is it unusual for so many mange patients in one year? Or is there an epidemic in that 
particular area these have been coming from? 
 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
David, it is not completely unusual. There has being more report of mange bears, because a 
couple of reasons. First the disease is affecting more individuals that we thought (kind of and 
epidemic outbreak), second people, biologists and vets are more aware of the disease; so it is 
reported or observed more often 
 
Comment From PaulaR   
Hello Dr Ernesto. It was a pleasure to meet you at the Gala. I'm so glad you decided to switch to 
veterinary medicine! you certainly had a very exciting beginning to this term at WCV! 
 
Comment From GN   
For Dr. Ernesto: Is working with the Outreach Department the most challenging part of your 
job? 
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 Dr. Ernesto:  
The most challenging part is to treat hundreds of different species, and to find out what is 
wrong, even if it is the first time you have seen that animal. The second most challenging part 
for me is to find multiple ways to teach vet students how to care of wildlife. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So, clearly working with outreach is the BEST part of his job.   
 

 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Right, and I suppose his favorite person at WCV is Amanda? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, of course.   
 

 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Wonder if Dr E can tell us about the new bear. Yellow/Red? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
This little guy came affected by sarcoptic mange. He is recovering well, we are giving the best 
medical care we can. Every day is consuming more and more food, and his skin condition is 
slowly improving. 
 
Comment From CAL   
Ha ha, Amanda. GN is clearly trying to trap Dr. E! 
 
Comment From PaulaR   
i like how Dr E treated that as a perfectly straightforward question...heehee 
 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
(I had to explain GN) 
 

Comment From CarolinaGirl   
Explaining GN must have been difficult! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
How can one explain GN? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I can't, really ... and Dr. Ernesto is concentrating so hard and typing ...   
 

 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Hi Dr. Ernesto, it is good to "see" you again! Three important questions CN will want to know 
your answers to: 1.Your birthday (month/day)? 2.You shoe size? 3.Your favorite critter (hog 

nosed snake?)? Thanks for answering ツ 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Hi Lydia (Amanda's mom). 
Birthday: 12/22 
Shoe size: 7 to 7.5 
Favorite Critter: viper snakes (rattle snakes, copper heads, cotton mouth, etc) 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Cool! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   
Oooo. Birthday soon! 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Wow, he has a birthday coming up!! And btw, I have never heard of anyone who loves snakes 
best. Better than Red Green Tag??? 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
I'm sure Dr. E. is answering a question, so I'll ask you, Amanda. Who is his avatar? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 

Photo property of San Diego Zoo 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's his favorite viper -- the croatlus! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Crotalus basiliscus 
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Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Thanks for the full size photo of the croatlus--so beautiful and so deadly. 
 
Comment From Carol in Colorado   
Beautiful snake. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
My gosh! Birthday coming up soon. Will need to get busy! Thanks for answering the questions! 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
I'd love for him to talk about Red/Green and his size.....as well as Pink Green. 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Ohh Jakermo!!! There is so many bears. Red/green is my favorite one, just because he is so little 
and was pretty much a healthy orphan. Pink/Green is recovering well form his stifle (knee) 
injury. I love wound care, so I was glad I was treating him every 5 days to clean the wound and 
promote adequate healing.  
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
OH, GREAT to hear that he loves our little Christmas Bear. Dr E, you are one in a million. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
LOL I think it might be hard to find croatlus baslinscus slippers! I must say I am impressed he 
likeds the viper snakes the best. I know Ramandas are crazy about snakes, esp hog nosed. But 
have never met anyone who loves vipors the best 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Awww I love to watch red/green. I call him the Christmas bear (red/green ear tags ya know) 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
It comes up, common name: Rattlesnakes. We have lots of those in Texas. 
 
Comment From Heather- previously at the Front Desk  
Dr E- As far as legalities are concerned, are there any particular bills or laws regarding Wildlife 
that you would like to see passed/changed? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Heather when I was at the University of Minnesota I was involved doing research in a group of 
pesticides that are called Neonicotenoids. Neonicotenoids are use in the agriculture to protect 
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plants like corn, soy, wheat, sorghum, etc. The are applied to the seed and the pesticide gets 
distributed thru the plant. I will like the EPA to ban the use of this pesticide because it affects 
multiple species, starting with pollinators to bigger species like raptors. The continuous use of 
this pesticide can have catastrophic effects like DDT had before 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay gang, here's a warning -- we have a number of questions left for Dr. E, and he is 
working hard on them (he might be sweating a little), so I'm going to suggest no more 

new questions -- so we can get him through this list and let him get back to work! Stay tuned 
though, he's got at least a dozen questions waiting.   
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
That is so cool that you chose wildlife. So, if anybody gets sick at WCV you can help with that as 
well. 
 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Yes, except for Dr. Peach (because she always uses my desk) and for Amanda (because she is 
always bothering me) ;). Just joking. I love helping saving lives (human or animal). 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And Dr. Peach and I are his favorites.   
 

 
Comment From katiesmom   
Hi Dr. Ernesto! Us facebook watchers are wondering what critter you were up so late - or early 
waiting on?? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
It was a raccoon that was hit by car, with multiple skull fractures. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And that was at 1:30 am.   
 

 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Oh, Amanda. You are so sweet. Glad you are taking care of Dr E. We can be a lot to handle, but 
we do love him. [I'll get to meet him around Riverfest] Hopefully they will have it. 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl   
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Dr. Ernesto are you working on one of the research projects that I believe Ed mentioned? If so 
can you tell us the topic and how is progressing? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Sharon, I'm involved in multiple projects. Which one do you mean? 
 
Comment From GN   
Did you ever treat a Black Howler Monkey when you were in Belize? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Yes I did. 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
LOL, Dr E has a sense of humor with GN. 
 
Comment From Mr. Edith   
Hello Dr. Ernesto - Any update on the Saltville Golden Eagle's DNA analysis? Thank you. 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
What I can recall off the top of my head is that the genetics showed it was an eagle hatched in 
the USA 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Gotcha. Just a comment in general. (no question for Dr E). Sounds like it may be important for 
us as a group to discuss ways we could advocate for the ban on Neonicotenoids. Esp here in US. 
 
Comment From BarbG   
So would you say wildlife medicine is more challenging than human due to inability to tell you 
what is wrong? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Yes it is. It is more challenging to know what is wrong, how to treat it and to know the natural 
history of the species involved 
 
Comment From Jersey Shore Amy   
Can't stay on, but wanted to say Hi to Dr. Ernesto. Seems like day after day we hear super 
stupendous impressive news about the Vet team (okay, the entire Center team). What is your 
favorite animal at the center (if not asked already)? 
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 Dr. Ernesto:  
Reptiles are in general my favorite. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 

 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Dr E with OScar! 
 
 
Comment From PaulaR   
Speaking of mange, can you tell us some more about the new protocal that you are using to 
treat the bears? something about a new oral medication? it certainly seems to be working. 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Paula we are still doing research. But we mainly use the same treatment as in small animal 
medicine (dogs and cats). We just need to find which is the best medication that is effective in 
the minimum amount of time and easy to deliver, so that biologists can start using it in the field 
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Comment From Sweetpea   
Dr Ernesto-What has been your most challenging patient to treat this past year?? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
The most challenging have been the eagles intoxicated with barbiturates. There is little 
published about the treatment in animals, so I spend that night reading lots of human medicine 
literature 
 
Comment From Mr. Edith   
Dr. Ernesto - did you see the 2015 movie, The Revenant? If so, what did you think of the bear 
scene? Thank you. 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
I haven't see it 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Did you ever work with bears before WCV? 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Hi Dave, 
 
Yes I did, in the few zoos I worked before 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl   
Dr. Ernesto Ed mentioned that several people at WCV were working on research projects and 
hoping they would be published but he did not mention the topics. 
 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
Right now I'm mainly focus analyzing the impact of glue traps in wildlife 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He will be presenting at NWRA! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Dr. Ernesto, would you say that your bear bandanna gives you superpowers? 
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 Dr. Ernesto:  
My knowledge, dedication, and passion are my superpowers. The bandanna just helps keeping 
the sweat out of my face. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
(stolen) 
 

 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Good answer to AA's question Dr. E! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Dr. Ernesto a lot of us here at CN would dearly love to witness a surgical procedure one day. 
Perhaps you might advocate for that to be accomplished some time during your tenure. 
 

 Dr. Ernesto:  
We can try to let CN know when we have a surgery and try to live stream the surgery 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ooooh ...   
 

 
Comment From Rodrigo Dominguez-Villegas   
This is so great. My brother is a great veterinarian working an an amazing place. Thanks for all 
your work, it's much needed. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Rodrigo! 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Dr E's brother? 
 
Comment From PaulaR   
Hola brother of Dr Ernesto! nice to see you on the chat! 
 
Comment From Carol in Colorado   
Hi Dr. E's brother. We all agree he is an amazing vet 
 

Dr. Ernesto:  
Hi Rodrigo. I love you brother.  
 

 
Comment From CAL   
HELLO, Dr. E's brother! 
 
Comment From Katie,MN   



16 
Wildlife Center of Virginia Critter Cam Moderated Discussion 

Such serious answers 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
(He is having a serious day) 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think that's the end of our questions ... just catching up on a few comments!! 
 

 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Nice to see you here Rodrigo! 
 
Comment From Ellen -Fl   
No questions just enjoying the wildlife lessons and conversation. 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Awe, how cool 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Live streaming a surgery would be fantastic! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Yay! That sounds awesome Dr. E! Streaming a surgery :) 
 
Comment From BarbG   
One Health sounds very interesting 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Thanks soo much Dr Ernesto! Have a great Christmas, and God bless you! 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Instead of Hospital Cam it could be Surgery CAm. 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ   
Thank you Dr E. So enjoyed chatting hope it wasn't too stressful for you! 
 
Comment From GN   
Thanks for spending your time with us Dr. Ernesto. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Thank you again Dr. Ernesto for your time today. We are so lucky and grateful to have you and 
Dr. Peach on team WCV. 
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Comment From Denise in IA   
Thanks for spending time here today Dr. E! You are truly amazing! Keep up the excellent work :-
) 
 

Comment From Kathy in NM ♥   
I like Lydia's idea of a group discussion on Neonicotenoids. They've been on my radar since 
being connected to the problems with Monarchs and honeybees. A single person can feel 
helpless when dealing with major corporations. 
 
Comment From Katie,MN   
Salsa lessons would be nice too 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ooooh ... 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wouldn't that be fun ... 
 

Comment From Carol in Colorado   
Thank you Dr.E for being here today and answering all of our questions. We truly appreciate all 
that you do. 
 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Thank you so much for your time, Dr. Ernesto. I know you are very busy. Thank you for the 
great work you are doing and will do in the future! I hope one day you will be able to chat with 
us again. 
 
Comment From BarbG   
thanks for your time Dr Ernesto 
 
Comment From PaulaR   
Thank you for your time with us today, Dr. E. Best wishes in your continuing good works! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   
Hi brother Rodrigo and thanks Dr Ernesto! Love knowing our critters are in such good hands!! 
 
Comment From Sweetpea   
Thank you for answering our questions Dr Ernesto. Have a fantastic week. :) 
 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada   
Thank you Dr E for your time to be with us and for your dedication to wild animals 
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Dr. Ernesto:  
Thank you everybody for spending some of your valuable time to get to know me 
better. Because of all your support, I and the rest of WCV's staff can continue giving the 

best medical care to wildlife, and teaching the world to care about wildlife 
 
 


